DISQUISITION | 
SIBYLLS 
dMbyllne VVricings. 


IN WHICH 


Their Number, Antiquity, and by what 


Spirit they were Inſpired, are 
ſucciactly diſcuſſed, 


The Objef&ions made by Opſopers, Iſaac 
Caſaubon, David Blondel, and others, 


are examined 3 as alſo the Authority of 
| thoſe Writings afferted. 


Which may ſerve as an Appendix to the 
foregoing Learned Diſcourſe touching the 
Truth and Certainty of Chriſtian Religion. 
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| The 
PREFACE: 


p Together with che occaſi- 
on of Writing. 


SIR, 
Have, to my no little ſatis- 
faSion and delight, peruſed 
your accurate Trafiate con- 
cerning the Certainty and 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriftian Reli- 
gion; As well againſt the Atheiſts 
of this Age, who believe no God 
at all ; As the Scepticks and Con- 
ſederers of our time, who before 
they think, themſelwes bound to 
believe any thing, will firſt con- 
template, and by the model of their 
own fallacions, and erring reafon 
Juage 
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The Preface, @Xc. 


all Chriſtian Truths that are pro. 
pounded,” amd; recmmented\ either 
to their Fark, * or Pradite. = Not 
= 4 that T would be! thought; to blajig 
| \ the uſe of Reaſon in the examina- 
| tion of Divine Truths, fo as # 
| | be ſtill as a DireGlor, and Tator, 
not an abſolute King,and Gover- 
nonur,in what is either above " 


/* ny way paſt its reath to com 


bend. "Acainſt both theſe you h 
direfed this ſhort Treatiſe, and 
n it inſiſted on the only right way 
whereby Gainſayers may be-con- 
- wvinced, Atheiſts and Unbelievers 
| converted ; That is by Arrows 
fetch'd out of their own Quiver; 


of their own Writers, which they 
dare not, nay cannot with any ſhew 
of Rafe deny. This you bawe 


happily 


judge of, and accordingly embrace 


Arguments drawn from the months 


WYIWLM 


The Preface, &&c. 
happily done in this ſhort Book, 
and drawn together into one 
Scheme not only what hath been 
forced out of the months of the 
Heathens, but what the ancient 
Chriſtians, Juſtin Martyr, Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, 
Origen, Arnobius, LaQantius , 
and S* Auguſtine , 95 the later, 
Ludovicus Vives, Morney du 
Pleſlis , with the moſt Learned 
Hugo Crotius, hawe gathered to- 
gether upon this Subject. And 
though I muſt acknowledge,that I 
think it improper for a Lay-man 
to buſie himſelf too much in the 
abſtruſe and knotty points of Di- 
vinity, fit only for Caſuiſts and 
School-men-to wade through : Yet 
ſurely the fludy. of the Hiſtorical 
and PraGtical parts: thereof .1s not 
only.commendable in; but the duty 


S of 
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The Preface, ec. 
of every Chriſtian, ſo far to look 
into as his time,and abilities will 

mit : For certainly, every per- 
ſon whatſoever is bound to be able 
in ſome meaſure to give an account 
of bs Faith, and Prafticc : Nay 
I heartily wiſb more of our Lear- 
ned Nobility, and Gentry would 
employ ſome part of their time, and 
excellent parts upon SubjeEts of the 
like nature, by which Learxing 
\ would be advanced, the Countrey 
they live in receive benefit , and 
their own Memory, for ever ho- 
nonred. | 

But I ſhall let this paſi : Yet 
becauſe.you have had juſt occaſion 
to inſiſt upon the Authority of the 
Sibylline Books, whoſe Writings I 
fend queſtioned by the Learned 
Pens of Opſepxus, Iſaac Caſau- 
bon, David Blunde], and _—_ 


XUM 


The Preface, ec. 
[ have thought fit to offer to your 
0” rs. F Fs on 
that Subje&, and ſball endeavour 
towindicate them, at leaſt ſo much 
4 concerns Chriſtians, Fun the 
unjuſt exceptions urged againſt 
them ; leaving it then to your far- 
ther judgment to make uſe of all, 
or any part of what ſball be writ- 
ten, as your ſelf ſhall ſee occaſion. 
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cHAP. [. 


That there were Sibylls ; whence 
their Name ; their Number,and 
the Time of their Living exanti- 
ned, 


Hat-there were certain Femine Fari-' :-/.- - | 

dice, Women that foretold furure __ *. +++; 

Events,I ſhall not go abour to prove: ©  ....* 
the Records of all Hiſtory making it mani= © ..--. 
felt. Paiſanias tells you, ſpeaking of Del- 
phos, That one-Daphne was ap-" © - 
pointed by the Earth ther ſelf Adgvlw is JO TETEX, Jas 
-_ qiromncy, —y w—_— by —_— To © ne = 
that place. Anda little after + tg 
intimates, That the gift'of Oras- - liq.29, Bll Vrageek ghd 
cles belonged :only to ' wo- 06,46 Tu 74 26 : ſino is 
men according Wu ſence of — ” Ns i, o\ 
thoſe that recorded events. Nei- o 
ther ſhall Iſpend much pains to _ es 
exarnine from whenee they had' on 0h, 
their Name 5 whether, as Littantity,, Baroni- Laftant Git. "I 
«, and others; from Ei which {ignifies FE: 
6& in the Folick Diale&, and &4av.or 8Uan jggc DN ND. 
which fignifies' Counſel , as if they were exces.4:p. 126, 
Counſellers of God : Which Lhould not fo in'aratcet. 


well 


(162) 
well like, whilſt it remains. queſtionable by 
what Spirit they were inſpired; and that 
Phraſe, ſo far as | remember, not uſed to any 
other except to him whoſe name was Won- 
derful Counſeller , the Mighty God. Our 
Induſtrious and 'Learned Countrey-man 
Mr W:lliam Hiwell in his Inſtitution Hiſtorical 
(a piece well worth the peruſal of every man) 


Howell, p.171. 


eems to/ derive them, from the genitive caſe 


of zZ&5;calling them ſuch to whom the Coun- 
ſel of / Fapiter was imparted : Or whether 
the word Sibylla were not the proper name 
Hom. 11za4, Of the firſt, or Princeſs of them, as Exftathi- 
Par-f.peg.z5r #5 (the learned Biſhop, and Chriſtian) in his 
Edit. Rem, Notes upon Homer would have it; or laſtly, 
Pajcnd AEZ1s as Suidas, whofaith it is a meer Latine word, 
ores fignifying a Propheteſs ; any of which the 
— FEPMT'F* Reader may make choice of, as it ſhall moſt 


agree with his. own judgment. 


-.- Bat how many in number they were, in 


-what ages of the world they: lived; and how 

inſpired; will admit of a larger debate. 
Twm.libs, Cornelius Taciaws ſpeaking of them, and 
242.149.Edjz.; Kcir Verſes, hath theſe words, Vna ſeu plu 
Amwar6zy. ves fmere, leaving it doubtful whether there 
+ » *. © »Were one or more. Martzanss Capella reckons 
FI _ only two, Eropbile the Trojan 
_ Capel. in nuptis« Philo- daughter of Marmeſis , which 
big. ih 3. _ _ ——_ - the __ with 
| GUEgt > rygta, umes,; and Sym 
ww, 4 This 6 eo. machia born at Eridre , who 
.'neſcis, id eft, Eropbilam Tro- likewiſe gave out Oracles at 
jancm Maretfs filien , & CGrumesz and faith —_ 
TO ; | they 

o 
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(163) ws 
they were not ten, as was af- Symmachiam Hippotenfis fili- 
firmed, but only two, Erophi- 4323 gue Erithrea progenitd 
la and Symmachia, . Pliny fpeaks Cunnis quogue eft vaticinata. 
of the ſtatues of three, ſeen at pquidem & 5ibylle 

Rome near the pleading Pulpits, Jags reftra eſſe aa — 
one of which Sextas Pacxvius font lices: Hna quam Sextus 


Taurus reſtored , being Fidile ©*vine Taurus edilis plebls 
reſtituit ; - dues ques Marcus 


of the common le; the 0- by ap 
ther two Marcus Meſſals, Thefe _ AA hens 
Solints tells you, cap. 7. Polyhi- 
ftor. were Delphica , Erithrea, and Cumana. 
With him agrees the Scholiaft of Ariftopha« 
es, in his Comedy of Birds. | 
| There were three Sibylls , of 56a: Tp; 3voy]o ov i 
which orie, as her Verſes tell a bor } ute Tn 
you, was the Sifter of Apolls, ; no0" he NR "Ppuf LN 
the fecornd Erithrea, the third Nt 4 Sepdtey;, Shot Ar 
Sardiana, lianws tells you Roph- in avibus. : 
of four, Eritbrea, Samia, A#- Sitina: Ties; 5 Epu- 
gypria, and Sardiana; to whom Spain, i Baplz, 1 ian 
faith he) others have added 7iz, # Zagdlavi, & 0 9401 
1x, ſo that in all they are ten YE]epes rx var Ta) T&Ta; 
amongſt which Cxzmea, an 2 rb taSales Tiv Kvuaiay 
Fudea are reckoned. Latfan- MER > 
zius out of Varro, with whom agree Iſidore, La&.pag.zz. 
Suidas, Antimachws, and moſt others count 1#44 8.cap.8. 
ten in this order, 1. The Perſian. 2. The rod _ 
' 'Lybian. 3. The Delphick. 4. The Cu- prafe.od 57. 
mean. 5. The Erithrean. 6. The Sami by. rac. þ.144. 
an. 7. Cumana, $8, The Helleſpontick, Sixr.Sen Bi- 
9. The Prygian. 19. The Tiburtine. blies.pag.re8, 
Onupbrivs addes more, as you may ſee in £9#%E13%- 
his Book de $;b;/l;r, put out before the _ 
M 2 e?, 


as 


( 164,) 


cles, in the Pariſ.Edir. 1599. In his account; | 
of them I obſerve this difference; he ac- ' 


counts the $:bylla Delphica. in the firſt place, 
and Perſice in the eighth, I think errone- 
— oully; for certainly ſhe was much ancienter 
then Cxmana, it her name was Amalthea, as 
I ſhall ſhew anon. & 
The age of the world in which they lived 
ſeverally, is uncertain, but undoubtedly the 
firſt of them very ancient, and ſundry of 


Onup.de $;y12, them before the Trojan War. Onupbrius 


pag.7- tells you that Sby/lz Delphica lived long be- 
fore thoſe times,and quotes Bocchus,or Boethus 

for it, that ſhe was born at Delphos, that He- 

mer took ſome of . his Verſes from her, which 
Simp.Cbro.Car, Our Learned Poftor Simpſon in his Chron,Ca« 
A M.:829. thol. takes to bethoſe, among others, by him 

| remembred upon. the year of the world 
. 2829. - But Pawſaniargoes much higher, and 


tells you, ſpeaking of DelÞbos, that it was the 
place where Oracles were delivered from the 


beginning of the earth. They fay, from the 

_— +..." _ . beginning of the carth there 
Oy 7 org, tp was a place of Oracles, and 

” 

Abe as ts _ Daphne was by the earth 
eluerriy var Thc vic ber {elf appointed Preſident 
Tloggdav©r &y noe, x Tis there— That prophecying was 
&ycu Td utyToy, 34 TW 8 in common between Neptune 


av ewTiv, &c, Pavſn. in 8 
Phocicis, P.320. 25d. Frank. and the Earth; that the Earth 


+583. gave Oracles with her own 


mouth: That Neptwne had for 
his Miniſter for that office one Dircon. And 
not many lines after hath theſe words, : 


(165) 


I have heard that ſome Shep- 


herds happened upon the 99 "Hxuoz. I of, 6&5 dvSyss mot 


where the Oracle was, an 


came inſpired by the vapour of *, 


the earth it ſelf, and prophefied 
by the power of Apollo, Which 
thing might-very well occaſion 


be. K&4vovTes 


wTes cmTUYNory Th 
ia 3) evheot Ts ifjuorro 
ad 33 eTus oþ inasldou: 
To Jo, AmniNorO. p. 320, 
38. Pho, 


the building of a Temple to Apollo in that 


place wherein Oracles 


d formerly been gi- 


ven. Nay I find farther that the ſame Pax. 
ſanias tells you of one Herophile that ufed to 


give Oracles where you find 
thi: There is a ſtoneriling up 
above the reſt : Upon this the 
Delphians ſay that one Erophile 
uſed to ſtand and deliver Ora- 
cles ; and that ſhe firſt obtain- 
ed the name of a Sibyll: But I 
find her rather in the like man- 
ner more ancient, whom the 
Grecians call the daughter of 

upiter and Lamia,-who. was 
the daughter of Neptune, and 
that ſhe firſt chanted-out Ora- 
cles of any women,and by thoſe 
of Libya was called a. Sibyll. 
Herophile was-not ſo ancient as 
ſhe was, . yet was ſhe alſo before 
the Trojan Wars, — 


Ilipz 8 *ow aviguon vat 
TauTHs * E7i TawuTh pogh, 
wy PAOV £74 T5 Yeno- 
43s ovo : Hepogialuw,SiCva- 
auy Nv emxAyay F regTeev 
Joouiln : Taurhu Tal; pd- 
Aica, 6jppoicms tony deyalav 
tueroxov, Ww SuaTipz "Ex 
Alwes Aids 3 Azpias Ths 
TlogeiI'avO- pariv i), v 
Yenoues Ts auTlu} yuuzurdy 
TeaTlw ace, x; vas 0 Nr 
Bywr ErBu\ay A&yumv oye 
paglia. 1 I Heogian ve- 
Tea WW encipns , paive]ar 
Jo Gros Ted 7% Torkkus Yr 
vie ) avTh 74 Tpaing— 
Paula.Phoe.p.3 27. 18. 


When I-:confider and compare with theſe 
teſtimonies what the moſt Learned Bochartus 
faith in his ry we Sacra, That.Noab was 


Saturn , Cham Fuiter Hammon , 
| M 3 


Fapbe 
eprune, 
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Bach.p.1.Noen Neptime, and Sem Plato - in whom' you may 


eſſe Sarurnum fa, ther fee the concinneſs of the Story, and . 


t:m multa do-, . : . . 
. 6. his reaſons at large; as likewiſe that Tuba! 
7% athens Cain was Vulcan, Boch pag.4.32- by a ſmall 
SecHow, Inft. change in the pronuntiation » their ſounds 
Hitt.p-4. being almoſt the ſame. It might well ftand 


together, that im that time, when there was a 


promiſcuous uſe of all beds,that Chan: might. 


marry his brother Faphets danghter ; that is 
according to pede 7mpiter married the 
daughter of Neprtane, who, as you heatd be- 
fore, wasa Diviner, and all this before the 
flood ; fothat the ſtory of one «kild in that 
Art being ſhut up in the Ark with Noah, is 
not only probable but true ; for we are cer- 
tain, Noahs three Sons with their wives were 
Joſep.li.z.cap.5. ſhut up there. * Foſephus , a Jewih Writer, 
Lil. =_ & and certainly no friend to Prophefies not 
PorrHUR-p3.79- ,wned by thafe of his Nation, tells you of 
one that ſpake of the building the Tower of 
Babel, and the confuſion of tongues allo, 
but without any mark of di put _=_ 
it, which probably he would have done, had 
he found any cauſe not to believe the truth of 

their Writings, Lilaw Giraldus teMls 
* LJ]. Giral. de Thar Sibylla Perfica, called Sambethe, the 
Poet.Hiſt.pa.7 91arne with Chaldaica and Hebrea, tived before 
Dial.2. the flood, and was fhat vp inthe Ark with 
_—_ " verd. A72h. I find her alſo called * Samberhe Noe, 
dep nony Dt: which mi ht as well be the daughter of Ne- 
mabus Paganc= 4Þ, as to derive her namefrom Noe, a Town 
rum, near the Red Sea, as Beirlin.in Verb. and our 
induftrions Countryman Mr, Heel in his Fry 
| the 


«= #6 © 
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flit. Hiftorical, incline, pay. 171. Georg, Ces \ 
drenus tells = of one in Solomons time, it 
may be the ſame Pauſan pag. 327. calls Saba, 
and to have fuceeeded Demo, ſaid to be the 
daughter ot ' Beroſws and Erimanthe, The 
Queen of Sheba, who was alſo 

the Grecians called a Si= Ka! fanxiars E264 fin 
bylL,&e. Onupbrins in his Book #atydTo £1f0me wer nu 
de Sibyltis , will tell you of 0- ar&c.. Glycas. Annal:p.z56. 
thers, that lived in other ages of 
the world, and affuredly long before that Pauſan-inPho« 
Amalthea, who is ſaid to have offered to fake £i<P-337: _ 
nine books of Oracles to Tarquinims Priſcus, Oaup.ge Sibyl. 


- others to Swperbus , which ſtory , becauſe I 


ſhall make ſome uſe of it, I ſhall deliver ar 


large, asI have literally rendred it out of 


Dionyfius Harliearnaſſew , who lived about 

twenty fix years before the birth of our Savi-,4 Ge 
our, as Helvicws hath it. The ftory in Di- gqqorincarie 
onyfius Halicarnaſſeus Is thus, Another very ror.illuRtrium. 
admirable accident in the time | 

of the Reign of Tarquinius , Atyt]e: os 78 x; irepoy 6#4 
whether given by the good will 7s Tapxuyts Gamayas mdyy 
of the Gods or Demons, is re- Damages STU nu 75 Po- 


| ; paioy Uaraptor moan, T6 
lated to have fallen ont in the g45,, &re Awybyoy {vole 


City.of Rome, which not only Swgubsy,Sc. Lib.g.fel 25.9. 
for a ſmall time, but in all ages, 


and often hath ſaved it from great evils. A 


XUM 


certain woman, not of that Country, came 

to the King , .defirous to ſcil nine books fil- 

led with Siby!line Oracles; but the King not 

thinking fit to buy them at the price ſhe asked, 

ſhewent from his PR ae” 
| 4 O 


| 


Bradhae- 


w ow «a 
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of them, and ſoon after returning, asked the 
ſame price for thoſe that remained ; but. he 
thinking her ſome dotard,and to be derided, 
who asked for a fewer in number that price 
ſhe could not obtain for them all, ſhe again 
went away, and burnt half of them that 


. wereleft; and bringing again the three that 


remained, demanded ſtill the ſame quantity 


. of gold: The King then wondring at this 


deliberate counſel in the woman, ſent to the 
Augurs, and diſcourfing the matter with 


them, inquired what was fitto be done ; they 
| by certain figns having learnt that he had re. 


fuſed a bleſſing ſent from God, and deeming 
it a great misfortune that he had not bought 
all the books,commanded the gold to be told 
out to her, and to receive the books that re- 
mained ; but ſhe giving the books, with a 
charge to keep them carefully, vaniſhed out 
of their fight. Tarquin made choice of two 
of the Citizens of good rank; and joyning 


\. tothem two other publique Miniſters, gave 


unto them the cuſtody cf - them ; one of 
which was called Marcus Atylzus, who be- 
cauſe ir ſeemed he had done ſomething inju- 
riouſly as to his truſt, and being accuſed as'a 


- Parricide by one of the publick Miniſters,was 


ſewen into a ſack of leather, and thrown in- 


'to the Sea. Burt after the expulſion of the 


Kings, the City taking upon themſelves the 
on of the Oracles , conſtituted for 


their keepers the moſt confiderable men-of 
thcir City, diſcharging them from all other 


cm» 


= 


Coe? 
employments both military, and civil, and 
appointed others of the people , without 
whom they permitted not theſe men to take a 
view of the Oracles. In ſhort, let me tell 
you, The Romans kept no holy or ſacred 
roffeflion whatſoever, with that care they did 
the Sibylline Oracles : They made uſe of 
« them according to the Vote of the Senate, 
when any ſedition fell out in the City, or 
great misfortune in war, or that wonders, 
or great and portentous Apparitsons were 
ſcen amongſt them, which things often fell 
out. Theſe books of Oracles remained until 
the time of the ſo called Marſike War, being 
laid under ground in the Temple of Fupiter 
Capitolinus, and kept in a Coffer, or Box of 
ſtone, by the Decemvirs. But after the 173. 
Olympiade, the Temple being burnt, whe- 
ther on ſet purpoſe, as ſome think , or by 
chance, they were, together with other 
things conſecrated to the Gods, deſtroyed by 
/the fire. Thoſe which now are; were fetch'd 
fromſundry places ; ſome out of the Cities of 
Italy, ſome out of Erithre in Afia, Meſſengers 
being ſent by the Decree of the Senate to 
tranſcribe them; ſome were fetchd from c- 
ther Cities, tranſcribed by private hands, in 
which there are ſame things ſuppoſititious, or 
inſerted among the Sibylline Writings ; but 


they are diſcovered by thoſe verſes which are*Exiſxo[ae. 


called Acroſticks. Thus far he. Others. 

call this ſtrange womans name Amel;bea of 

Cumes, But from this tory thus told, Teh Ty 
: whi 


E 


e 


which Varro Ladantizs and others 
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t 


CHAP. II. 


Obſervations , and by what $ Pirit 
they ſpake is diſcuſſed.” 


Irſt, That in the judgment of Dionyfiw 
Halicarnaſſeus *twas uncertain by what 
Spirit they were infpired ; for he relates as 
doubtful whether thoſe books were given by 


Godl or the Divel. St Ambroſe ſpeaking of 
Forte of Python, hath theſe words ; Hec ef 


Amb.Com.in 


Epit. 1.ad Cor. qu per $ibyllam locurus eft, 'c, St Auguftine 


Ccap.I1. 


Sibylla porro web Sibylle, 
Orphexs & neſcio quis, Home- 
rw, &@ þ quialii Yates, vel 
Theologi, wel Saprentes, vel 
Phitoſephi Gentium , de Filio 
Det, aut de Patre Deo vera pra- 
dixiſſe, ſeu dixiſſe perbibentuy, 
valet quidem aliquid ad illorum 
vanitatem revinccadam, non 
ramen ad iftorum authoritatem 
anpltGendam, cum illum Den 
colere oftendimus quem nec illi 
zacere potuerunt, qui ſuos con- 
gentiles populos Idols £&& Da- 
-*"4 colenda partim doeere 4u- 


Cont, Manich, hath theſe words ; Moreover 


touching Sibyll or Sibylls, Or 
phens, wad "ano _— who, He. 
mer, and whatfoever other Pre. 
fagers, Divines, Wife men, or 
Philoſophers of the Gentiles, 
who are reported to have told 
or foretold true things of the 
Son of God, or God the Fa- 
ther, *tis indeed of fome uſe to 
overthrow the vanity of the 
Gentiles, not to'make us em 
brace their Authority ;- ſince 
we rmake it appear that _ 

np 


TIT 
me leave to make theſe Okirvatiog, _— 
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ſhip that God' of whom they þ ſunt , portim prohibere au 
could not hold their peate, who 792 ſunt. 
partly taught their Country-men that Idols, 
and Dzmons were to be worſhipped, partly 
durſt not hinder them in it. Perhaps he 
may mean this rather of the other Soothſay- 
ers and Diviners that were common in thoſe 
tithes ; not of the Sibylk, at leaſt all of them, 
for if our Learned Prelate Richard Mounta. Mount. Anale& 
cute, ſometimes L, Biſhop-of Norwich, quote p.159. 
him right, he ſpeaks more favourably of $1. 
bylla Erithrea, ſaying, She had nothing a» 
mong all her Verſes which et=. 
ther belonged to the worſhip- perl on = fall _ 
ing of falſe. or feigned gods. | N 
"nd Caſaubin, a —_ of ven NN EE aaa 
learning, and various reading, {peaking of 
the uſe made of them by the Romans, hath 
theſe _ Ay —_ Jon never CT 
2Ry thi uce means 7 1; 6mm unquam ex 11l&% 
by che GR out of thaſe 55% Pele gu gontivm 
Books, by which the crrour of {lm 21%, Oe Ow 
the Gentiles, and that mad wor- aur etian nova acoeſfione ries, 
{hip of Demons was not con- etati non augerctur, Caſ.p.8t, 
firmed or augmented by ſome *d.Gen.exc.in Bar. 
new acceſſion of impicty. I be- 
Heve what he ſaith to be true ; for he that is 
converſant in any meaſure with the Romane 

; will fnd with what ſuperſtition and 
zmpious ſacrifices they conſulted thoſe books, 
and commonty inſuch caſts wherein the good:. 
only of their own Comntry, and the worſhip © - 
of their feigned Gods might be promoted ; 


OP 


"i (172) 
infomuch that whatever elſe was in theſe 
books that concerned the worſhip of the true 
God, being by them not underſtood, was 
wholly negle&cd ; and therefore, in my judg. 
ment,Caſauborn deſerves not the cenſure which 
1 find he hath received in this particular, as 
if hc had contradied what St Auyuſtine be. 
fore him had delivered. Blundelizs, infiis 
Book De les Sibylles, calls them frequently 
ras vs ts ſtale meat,” Iike Noſtredamus,&c. 
And truly, it is juſtly to be doubted, whether 
thoſe perſons were indued with the Spirit of 
God, in whoſe writings, among many truths, 
much that countenanced impiety was mixed, 
We know God ſometimes forced the truth 
out of the mouths of falſe Prophets,Balaam, 
Caiaphas, and others; neither is it very mate- 

rial,to examine by what ſpirit they were in- 

fþired, whether, as Arnobius, LaGiantius, Ba- 

See Sixt. Sen. ronits, and others,that they were Ieopopsprye, 

bib p.108.Edit. filled with Gods Spirit, or fpake only by his 

_,” DICER permiſſion, as the Oracles did, ſoas the truth 

186. in 4327 of what they foretold is for the generality 

& alii, made good ; neither can I think it unreaſona- 

ble to believe, with Cardinal Barozius, That 

7 OBO. the Counſel of God was ſuch, 

2s heat? Aetna rae tne long belies he coming of 

. . Chriſt ſome {gn of fo great a 
ret ſacramentum Jules atque gp 

ol dp rows) \"7t; bleſſing ſhould be made known 

qnidem per Prophetas , biſce to the Jews and Gentiles ; to 

vero per ſuos Vazer, Hiſdajpem them by the Prophets, to theſe 

29 40% & Sib, Mount. 1, their Vates, chiefly Hidaſpes, 

22s rb and the Sibylls, 


| 


Secondly, 


VINELIY 


(173) 


Secondly, That this perſon that came to Obſerr.2; 


Tarquinius could not be of Cumes in Italy , 


for ſhe is ſaid to be a ſtranger, not of that gx 8x ele 


Nation ; and that any of any other Nation 
ſhould at that time inhabit in Czmes in Italy, 
and there deliver Oracles, and the Roman 
State not know of it , ſeems very impro- 
bable. 


Thirdly, It is manifeſt there were more 0}/err, 2. 


genuine Books of that nature at that time ; 
for we ſee ſhe burnt fix of nine filled with the 
ſame matter, or two of three, as others ſay, 
but all agree the greateſt number was burnt, 
and fo probably enough thoſe afterward 
ſought our in the time of the Conſulate of 
Scribonius and Ofiavius in the 176 Olymp. a- 
bout 15 years after the Capitol was burnt 


"F 


_ Onup.de Sy. 
which happened in the time of the War be-FZNR xe. 


eween the Marfi and their Confederates, cal- Chron. pag, 81. 


kd the Marſfick, or Sociale War, might con- Ed.Oxon, 


tain much of what was in the Books burnt 
by Amalthea, and which never were before 
in the Roman hands , and fo periſhed not 
with the Capitol; and conſequently that 
they were not neceſſarily ſuppoſititious, or 
ſpurious , becauſe Dionyſines Halicarnaſſeus 
faith ſo, who being a Heathen, judged of 
the truth,or falſhood of them, by their agree= 
ment with what he had learned was in the 
former Books; by which, according to the 


beſt examination the State could make, what 


they received from Eritbre, and other Towns 
of Aſia and Traly; were correRed. 
Fourthly, 


Obſe YUs4+ 


(174) 

Fourthly, It is evident, the original W+j- 
tings of what the Romans received were ti} 
kept in thoſe places from whence they had 
them , for it is expreſly fatd, they cauſed 
them tobe tranſcribed, which might be Part- 
ly the reaſon of the multitude of Copies that 
were after extant of Books of that nature: 
Nor can I believe, that in 15 years no man 
ſhould have the curiofity to Ck out ſuch ra- 


- Tities, till Scr:b-nius, and Oftavics motioned 


Obferv.s. 


it in the Senate, though between that time 
and the Reign of Azgufizs, when the Pro- 
phetick Books were burnt, many more years, 
near 109,had elapſed. FE DO! 

_ Fifthly, That it doth no way appear, thar 
thoſe Books ſold by this ſtrange woman were 
the produd of her own brain, bur might very 
well be the Writings of ſome orher ; nay, if 


. there be any truth in that part of her ſtory, 


that ſhe vaniſhed away, ſhemuſt needs be an 
Angel or Devil, and fo that opinion no way 
impugned which ſhall afficm, that what ſhe 


ſold to Tarquinizs was the work of ſame other 
' much ancienter-then her ſelf,perhaps hers that 


Monzac. in and- 
ieQ.paz.150. 


Oup. de Sibyl, 
LQan.p.33« 


went by the name of Eritbrea, and lived at 
Crmes in-Afia, and Italy alſo, becauſe the Ro- 
mans firſt ſent to Erithre, undoubtedly from 
that reaſon, that they beliey'd thoſe books they 
had loſt were likelieft to be found there , a 
beſide,l find this Amalthea countedt he Sibyl- 
ia Cumana, not Cumea, as Onwphrim, Suidas, 
Lafiantizs, and others,have before taken no- 
tice of, though the fimilitude of their _—_ 
made 


ww Tra RT 


a. 
Lam 4 
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made their perſons ſometimes confounded, 


Sixthly,- That the Acrofticksin the Sibyl- Obſerv.6, 


line Books were a means by which the true 
Writings were diſtinguiſhed or diſcovered, 


CHAP. 11I. 


What Writings of the Sibylls were 
kept inthe Capitol : The read- 
ing of others promiſcuonſly not 


forbidden. Juſtin Martyr ſo 


to be underſtood. 


4 


Ou have heard before what care the Ro- 
; manstook to repair their loſs,by getting 


Boo 


n ny what they could of the Sibylline 
S: Amongſt thoſe they obtained, LaGan- 


tis will tell you, they ftrifly laid up only- 


thoſe of: Cumea, His wordsare 
theſe. The Verſes of. all the 
Sibylls are abroad, and poſſcſ- 
ſed , except thoſe of Cumea , 
whole Books are ſecretly laid 
m b gory is1t law- 

or any, except the ®@uinde- 
cem viy1, - on E 


Harum omnium Sibyllarum car- 
mina & ferumur & hatentuy' 
preverquam Cumae 3 cujus Ii- 
bri 2 Roywauic ecculuntur , nec - 
cos ab ullo nifs 2 quindetem vi- 
7% inſpict fas eff. Lat. defall. 
Relig, lib. pag.35, 36. *. 


The curioſity of men continually inceea- 
ling from the time of the burning of the Ca- 


pitol 


(176) 


pitol into the review made by Aruzuſtur, 
which was 60 years, or upward, there: were 
got into private hands above 2000 Copies of 
Books of that nature , which produced that 
Decree made by Ceſar, for the bringing them 
in to the Pretors hands; as Szetonius tells 


<Vuicquid fatidicerum libro- 
rum Graci Latinique generks, 
auRk, vel parum idones aufto- 
ribus wulgd ferebantur, ſupra 
duo millia contrafta , undique 


cremavit, ac ſolos retinuts Sy- 


billines, bos quoque delefiu 
habito, condiditque duobus fo- 
rulis auratic ſub Palatini A- 
pollinis befs, Suet.in vita Aug; 
p3$.1 52, Edir, Hackii. 1651, 


you. Whatſoever preſaging or 
fate-telling Books either in 
Greek, or Latine, were com» 
monly vented abroad, either 
under hone, or Authors names 
of little account , havipg ga- 
thered together of them above 
two thouſand , he cauſed to be 


burnt, retaining only the Sibyl- 


line Books ;- of theſe alſo he 


took what he liked to make 
choice of, and hid them in two gilded 
hutches under the foot ' of a. pillar / in the 
Temple of Apollo Palatings, In which re- 
lation *tis obſervable, that the Sibylline 
Books were exempted from this Martyrdom; 
nay indeed none ſuffered but ſuch as had wo 
warrantable Author to ſecure them ; What 
he liked in the Sibyliine Books he laid up in 
the Temple; ſo wefirid here a new. acceſhioir 


- to thoſe Books gathered together before. by 


the Roman Embaſſadours ſent abroad to 
that purpoſe: And I find farther , that after 


_ this, when Caninins Gallks, a Duindecemvir, 


would have done the like, he was reproved 

by Tiberizs Ceſar, for deviating from the cu- 

ſtome obſerved by the Romans, and pur in 
m 


wm, Aa Ws end  Y YIA of hy ey ja wo Wl Oy, promos Ga ww a 


Pays om ma 6A ©, wy Bs ods Gs wal wwak A ant ma 


”" "Ae .. "i 

5 | mind what Anguſtus Ceſar had before done. Tack. Ann. lib. 
e | Burl confeſs, upon the beſt ſearch I havebeens6.p.149.Edir. 
f | able to make, I cannot find any Law or pub. Au 

it lick Inhibition againſt the reading of ſuch 

n Books as were either not burnt, or not re- 

s tained in the Capitol; neither indeed could 

r | there be; for what the Romans had being 

n now but Tranſcripts, why might not any 

* | man have recourſe to the Qriginals, as well 

r | as'the Senate? and indeed how could Twlly 

S | and Virgil make uſe of things out of their See the Trea- 
- | Books (which were never lookt into but: ups "iſt: 

© | on weighty and great occaſions) except they 

X | had received them from ſome other Copies ; 

| | the curiofity of the Romans extending bnly 

© | unto thoſe in the cuſtody of the Quindecem- 

e | w#ri, to which they only gave credit, .and 

d puniſhed the divulging,not by any new Law, 

& ' but by that of parricide, which they infli- 

t- | Qed upon Atilzus before mentioned, This 1s 

x | made more evident, as well by the Teſtimo= p1,,ym omn;. 
'; | ny of Laftantiws,who tells you many of their un $ibylarum 
V | Books were frequently had in his time, as by carm'na & fe- 
a | another, to wit, by Dio Nicews, a5 I find it in 4ntur & be 
n ys Xiphilins, In the time of Tiberizs there —_O 
in went abroad a Prophefie ſaid to be in thef aaan.lib.r. 
y | Sibylline Books,in theſe words; p.35-& 36, 

0' That after 900 years a civil Tels of Temrooioy ateTe\c- 
cr | difſention ſhould embeoll the —— 
7, | Romans, and a Sibaritick &%. 3 7h # 
d | madnc. This Ziberie endea- 2 PR 2030: 
:- | voured to make appear to be | 
n. 8 falſe, though he were _— troubled at it ; 


and 


—— 


Fee the Trea- 
pi f e,pag. 


4 


+ 
(175) 
and Nero after his time finding the: peoples 
groubles not allayed, he told them thoſe Ver. 
ſes were'not to be found, but inſtead of them 
they uſed to recite this, "Ex27@- 'Awtadby uy- 
TeaxloyG- nypordonu. The Jaſt that ſhould 
reign of the Family of Zea ſhould be the 
killer of his Mother : But in all this trouble 
and endeavours to ſatisfie the people, I find 
no man queſtioned for reading, or divulging 
this matter, which undoubtedly would have 
been done had there been any general inhibi. 
tion, or that the @uizdecemrirs had been 
found faulty in their truſt : Neither durſt 
Origen have avowed the reading and owning 
them againſt Celſis, whence the Chriſtians 
were called Sibylliſts : Nor yet Fuftin Mr. 
zyr himſelf, had there been a general Law 
upon pain of death not to read them: We 
cannot, muſt not believe Chriſtians ſo pro- 


digal of their lives, or the Heathens ſo mer- 


cifal,not to have made uſe of it againſt them, 
The words of J«{in Martyr are theſe, after 
he had upbraided them with their prohibi- 
tion to read the Books of Hidefper, the Si- 

bylls, and Prophets, he addes ; 


"AobCas 4895 8 jubvor Y]vſ- We do not only fofſeſs them 


2 


N dv0udy, dA x, Vuly ws 0- 
247% is dinomin uy geo. 


ln Apelopet. 


without fear, but as you ſee, 
offer them to your view. Which 
words mult neceffarily be refer- 
red ro whar is þeiore aid ; for it is notort» 
euſly known, that till Stileco burnt the Ca- 
pitol the fecond time, about the Reign of 
Honorius, Which was about 395 years after 


Chriſt, | 


4 
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(179) 
Chriſt, the Sibylline Books were kept with 
the ſame care ; and undoubtedly bg ron 
of the Law woild have been ſevercly pu. 
niſhed, of which in truth there was none 
but that upen which Ar:/izs was puniſhed, 
which was that of a parricide in betraying 
his Countrey, .and therefore could not ex 
tend to others, in whom no truſt was repo« 
ſed. But becauſe I find in this particular va- 
riety of opinions, Barenizs contending the 
inhibition concerned only the Chriftians, 
with whom agrees Biſhop Montacste in ana- 
lei. p.154, 155. Iſaac Caſaubon, and the Au 
thour of the foregoing Treatiſe think the 
prohibition concerned all promiſcuouſly , I 
ſhall forbear any determination in this thing, 


CHAP. IV. 


The ObjeSiions made by Iſaac Ca- 
{aubon agaznſt boo Writings 
are conſidered, and anſwered. 


H*; gms down 

e things as 1 to 

T all farther fo), 1 come now w - 

der the moſt material Obje&tians that have 

been bicherto offered againlt their Writings, 
| N 2 an 


C 180 ) | 
and in this Chapter infiſt-chiefly upon 'thoſe 
urged by Iſaac Caſaubon (as learned certainly 
as any adverſary they have had) and not de. 
clined by others. But Idefire firſt to inform 
the Reader, that T hold it no way incum- 
bent on -me to juſtifie all things in thoſe 
Books, as arenow extant with us, to 
be free from all corruption ; (what perhaps 
will be hard to maintain of any Book very 
ancient) but will believe it fully ſufficient 
for the matter Ihave in hand, if I ſhall ſhew 
that thoſe places infiſted on by the Fathers in 
their Diſputations againſt the Heathens have 
no marks of calumny that can be juſtly laid 
upon them, and therefore very adequate to 
that end for which they were- produced by 
the Author of the foregoing Treatiſe. 

Yet ſhall I farther ſhew ex abundami, that 
the moſt improbable things are ſo far from 
being demonftratively falſe, that they may 
be true, notwithſtanding thoſe many Obje- 
Qtions that D.Blundel, and others, have heap- 
ed together to weaken them, and through 
their fides wound thoſe holy men, who for 
nigh 500 years made uſe of their Teſtimony 
againſt the Enemies of Chriſtianity, I wiſh 

© I could not gueſs at the reaſon of it, and why 
D. Blundel hath been ſo curious to rake into 
the aſhes of thoſe holy departed Saints that 
| nowreſt in glory, and enumerate their mi- 
Rakes, 'in which T dare- boldly affirm he is 
oftner deceived then they : Nor cariI believe 
any judicious Reader will be led away with 


that - 


CYL Y 


O85 


that Paralogiſme in which he ſpends his 


whole ſecond Chapter, and much .of his See Bluadel- 46 
Book : The Fathers were deceived in others Sibylles, cap. 
things, therefore in this. Some things are * - 


falſe in the Sibylline Writings, therefore 
nothing is true. Whereas he could not but 
ſe that the Argument lies as fair on the other. | 
lide : The Fathers in many other things were 
' not deceived, therefore not in this; eſpecial- 
ly in a particular wherein for the ſpace of a- 
bove 150 years (for it is ſo much, or neer it, 
from Juſtin Martyr to Conſtantine) they made 
it their buſineſs to examine the truth, where. 
as peradventure in ſome few other things 
through the fluency of their congue, and ex- 
uberancy of Rhetorick, they might let fall 
that which makes us ſee they ſtill retained 
the frailties of men, and had not the memo- 
ries -of Angels. Nay ÞP. Blunde! himſelf , 
when it can any way be'drawn to ſerve his 
turn, is not ſo hard hearted toward the an- - 
cient Writers, that he will not allow the 
moſt ſuſpeted of them, Hermas, Papias, and 
others, a more candid and benigne ſuffrage, 
as*tis well obſerved by the Learned D, Ham- 
mond in his defence of Ipnatins. 
If the Reader will he pleaſed to pardon 
this ſhort, digreſſion, I ſhall now come to an- 
finer the Obje&ions.” The firſt inſiſted upon 
by Caſaubon, is the. clearneſs of them : His | 
words are, (having before made uſe of thoſe 
Texts that. call the DoArine of Chriſtianity 
a Myſtery) Theſe and the like Teftimionies, - 
i, 


(182) 
"IE (OTE Ee of the holy Scriptures, and the 
Hee ſucre Scripture teftims- 111.6 how as they fiend toge- 
Fe Teepe, ther, if it be true that'cheſe, 
ee ouidem prexigue de#rs. and the chicf Myſterics of Chyj= 
7s Chrifiiane myſteria, ctiem ſtian DoQtrine, were before Mc- 
ante Moſem gentibm fuiſſe pro- ſz5 propounded to the Gentiles, 
pofira. Caſaub. menos ad ap- Thou h in anſwer to this I 
POADES. 7. BlkGoney. might tell you, that if fome of 
2g the Sibylline Writings have 
' that antiquity I have already touch'd, and 
ſhall have farther occafion to fpeak of; and 
that thoſe of them that are fo, have thoſe 
clear revelations of the Myſteries of Chrifti. 
anity, it was before it hadpleafed God to 
ſeparate the Jewiſh Nation as a peculiar peo- 
ple to himſelf, but that then all the world 
made but one Church, governed and inftru- 
Qed by the Preceptsthey had received from 
Noab, and fo the ſame reaſon to propound 
thoſe Myſteries to them before Moſer, as there 
was after to the Jewiſh Nation alone : Yet 
I ſhall chuſe to give you my anfwer in the 
words of Caftalio in an Epiſtle of his to Ma- 
rus Muſeus, Anno 1546. asI find it related 
- ,. by Simon, OI app | 
a ent. ere are ſome (faith he) to 
bas Oracula (Silyllina) rx whom 'thefe GibUine) Wi 
videautur, ideoque fiis tings ſeem too open, and there- 
yn te sf fe hk. hem fd by 
C er) (Fs 01 4 " 
Thins paſhan one Chriſtian to_ ale th 
But autem nimis aperta pu. Les, TUE TAb: 
2am faciunt arroganter, ſans ſtians —But they which think 
qui Deo vaticinandi modum them ſo deal too —__— , 
| | | who 
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who preſcribe unto God in 
what manner he muſt prophe- 
fie, as if ic were not free to 
him according to his good plea- 
ſure to foretell things to come 
clearly, obſcurely, to the Gen- 
tiles, tothe Jews; or as if ſome 
moſt cleer predidions wzre not 
extant in the Scriptures. 
Yer ſhould we grant that the 
Sibylline Oracles are more 
clear, ought not the revelati- 
ons to the Gentiles of Chriſt to 
be ſo, who were deſtitute both 
of Moſes and the reſt of the 
Jewiſh Diſcipline, which might 
to them have been as a light to 
lighten them to Chriſt, that ſo 
what was otherwiſe wanting 
might be recompenſed to them 
by the perſpicuity of the Ora- 
cles themſelves ? Neither 


' 


83). 


preſcribant , quaſs non ei libe- 
rum fit aperte, obſcure, apud 
Gentiles, apud Fudeos ſuo ar- 
bitratu pradicere, aut quaſe 
n0n extent in ſacris queque 1;- 
ferk pradiffiones quedam cla- 
riſime.——gcd fateamur ſand 
Sibylling Oracula efſe clarioras 
Nonne que Gentiltbus de Chri- 
fto predifie ſunt clariora eſſe 
oportuit, quod Meſe, & cairc- 
ra diſcipliaa carchbant , qua cs 
ad Chrifti lumen pralucercs, us 
quod hic decras 14 Oracu!orum 
claritate compenſaretur ? —— 

uinquem non debemus has 
Oracula ex 64 qua nuns efb luce 
exifimare : Nan xobis 
poſt res goſtas nori funt, 
ca cm fiiturs pradicerentur 
crans obfcariſſims. 81 quis ea 
finxiſſet , profes obſcuriora 
de induftria. feciſſet, ut ante 
rem geſtam ſcripts, & bis fomi< 
lia viderentur que ſunt in (acris 
liters. 


ought we to take eſtimate of them from that 
Hght that now ſhines amongſt us : For what 
15 to us moſt notable who. live after the things 
fulfilled, might to them ta whom they were 
foretold as future .be moſt obſcure. If any 
man had' feigned them, certainly he would 
on purpoſe have made them more dark, thac 
they might have ſeemed to have been written 
before the thing accomplifhed,and have more 
refembled rhofe of the Holy Scriptures. Thus 


far he. 
N 4 


Bat 


L_— 


| 
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But Iask, Were they indeed ſo clear} 


What means LaGiantiys then, that tells you, 


- 


Er ſunt fongularum finguli libri, 
quz quia Sibylle nomine 1n- 


ſcribuntur,unin eſſe creduntur,' 


untque confufs ; nec diſcerni 

- Sow cuique aſſignari poteſt. 
La&.lib.z.fol.z6,37. Ed. Hack, 
1560. 


——— Out 47&y]d 81s Td 
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They are confuſed and mingled 
ſo together , that though they 
were many , yet they ſeem the 
works of one body, andare fo 
that every ones proper work 
canvot be afligned. And Pro- 
copius in his firſt book of the 
Gothick Wars ſaith, That they 
tell not all from the beginning, 
nor obſerve any harmony or or- 
der in their diſcourſe, ——and 
that for that reaſon *ris impoſ- 
ſible for any man whatſoever to 
underſtand them before - the 
thing foretold is accompliſhed : 
To which may be added, that 


we are in all likelyhood be- 

holding to thoſe that gathered 
together and ſet in order what we now have, 
for their plainneſs, who have joyned to the 
ſame time and place things that ſeemed to 
them of like nature, which might at ſeveral 
times, and perhaps oy ſeveral perfons diſtant 
enough in time,be delivered. Furthermore, 
things as clear have not been underſtood. 
That of Balaam, quoted by the Author of 
the foregoing Treatiſe. That of Iſaiah, 4 
Virgin ſhall conceive a ſon, and his name ſhall 
be called Immanuel; extreamly clear in the 


literal ſence, and yet not underſtood by the 


Jews when foretold, nor believed,when __ 
| ed. 


VAL) 


(185) 
filled. If the Sibyll names her Name, the 

_ names his, and leaves out hers, and 

both name the Town Bethlehem, though the 

Scripture indeed do it in another place. Mr. 
Howel tells you of an Oracle that ſaid , A pyowel Inftic? 
Temple dedicated to Bacchxys ſhould ſtand Hiſt. p.787. 
donec Virgo peperit , tilla Virgin ſhould have 

brought forth 5 upon which the Heathen cal- 

ld that Temple eternal, becauſe they deem- 

ed it impoſſible for a Virgin to conceive ; and 

the thing not underſtood, though true in the 

literal ſenc2, and fulfilled ar the preaching of 

our Saviour, 

A ſecond Objeftion infiſted on by Tſaac Objedt. 2, 
Caſaubon, is drawn from the praiſe of the 
Primitive times, who , as he tells us , were 
wont to eſteem it as a great atchievement 
among themſelves,if they could, 
by their own figments and offi- 


EC 


Poſtrems illud me vehementur 


cious lies help out the truth,and 
make the new Do&rine with 
more eaſe to be received hy the 
Geytiles; from which fountain 
he ſuppoſes have proceeded a 
great number of books under 
the Apoſtles, and other ſpecious 
names,&c, I deny not but ſome 
ſpurious things have been anci- 
ently vented in the Church, as 
you may ſee in Exſebius , and 


movet 3 quo4 videam primis 
Eccleſpe temporibus m_ plu- 
rimos extitiſſe,qui ſicinu pal- 
marium judicabant caleftem ve- 
ritatem figmentis ſuk ire ad- 


jutum : quo facilins nova illa 


dofiring a gentium ſapientibus 
admitreretur : Officioſa has 
mendacia vocabant bono finc 
excogitara. Caſaub. excer.1.ad 
app.ann. Bar.p,67.Ed.Gen. , 


others, to what end donelI will not now diſ- 
pute, which might ly obſcurely, and appear 


ſome years, perhaps ages after,when the cheat 


could 


,. - 
conld nor ſo cafily be diſcerned : but that the 
Fathers ſhould in their diſputations againft 
the heathens infiſt upon what they knew was 
falſe money, and make themſelves guiley ” 
pjous frauds and officions lies , of putting fo 
greatan abuſe upon the world, is 2 thing fo 
far from the picty and fimplicity of that age, 
that I wiſh I could as eaftly wipe out with a 
ſpunge this injury to. their perfons , as1 can 
honour the Memory of that Learned Divine 
from whoſe pen they have madviſedly dropr. 
| Nay, I think I may, with my Lord Biſhop of 
——_— : Norwich, challenge any man to produce one 
*-4-P13% example of Apoſtle or Apoſtolick man guil- 
ry of fixch a falſhood : It became not Chri- 
fttan Pierty to go about to deceive the world ; 
and we find them uv, on all occafions ready to 
expoſe their perſons to the fire, theig necks to 
the Ax, rather than denya truth, and there- 
. fore ought not to believe this of them, eſpe- 
cially being ſuppoſed to have happened in 
that Age woen Miracles were not ceaſed , (as 
is welt obſerved by the Author of the prece- 
ding Treatiſc)and fo they could not be igno- 
rant Chriftianity would be ſupported by bet- 
-—— than their pious frauds or officious 


_- 
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The ſecond and third Chapter of 
David Blundell confadered, and 
the ObjeSions anſwered. 


T* this Chapter I ſhall chiefly examine 
Z the ObjeRtions made by David Blundel 
againſt the authority of the Sibylline Wri- 
tings, in his ſecond and third Chapter. Part of 
which is ſpent(after a ſhort commendation of 
Fuſftin Martyr ) in enumerating his miſtakes, 


that from 


he might lay ſome colourable 


d _ he was likewiſe overſeen in what 
he ſaid of the Sibylls: He ſpares not to tell 


you, That *twil be hard to find 
in all antiquity a more notable 
miſtake than that of Fftin, a 
perſon as worthy of commenda- 
tion as any other hath been : 
and after the interpoſition of 
fome few lines touching his 
tearning and virtue, adds, That 
thuugh theſe advantages have 
raifed him above the ordinary 
rate of men, yet bave not hin- 


1! feroit mdlaife d' en touver 
dans touze la [ſuite des emp, 
mefrate le 4 5uf perſonne 
meſconte A | perjonage _. 
recommehdable s'il en a 
dis ; ————T 0us Ces dUaRtazes 
onr pu _le rekever par deſſa le 
commun ; mais ils ne Pont p4 
emperche de ſe laiſſer abuſer par 
de comers ;@'6. 0/83. + 


dred him from permitting himſelf co be abu- 
ſed by hars.' T ſhould have believed fo mach 


confidence would have produced fo great 


Reaſons, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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coald nor fo cafily be diſcerned : but that the 


Fathers ſhould in their difputactions againſt 
- the heathens infiſt upon what they knew was 


falſe money, and make themſelves guilty 
pious frauds and officious lies , Of putting y/ 
greatan abuſe upon the world, is a thing fo 
far from the picty and fimplicity of that age, 
that I wiſh I could as eaftly wipe out with a 
ſpunge this injury to. their perfons , asI can 
honour the Memory of that Learned Divine 
from whoſe pen they have madviſedly dropr. 
Nay, I think I may, with my Lord Biſhop of 


Mont.Anale&, 
4 Excer,4-p.130- 


Norwich, challenge any man to produce one 


example of Apoſtle or Apoſtolick man guil- 
ty of fach a falſhood : It became not Chri- 
fttan Piety to go about to deceive the world ; 
and we find them u, on all occafions ready to 
expoſe their perſons to the fare, their necks to 
the Ax, rather than denya truth, and there- 
. fore ought not to believe this of them, eſpe- 
cially being ſuppoſed to have happened in 


that 


e woen Miracles were not ceaſed , (as 


is well obſerved by the Author of the prece- 
ding Treatiſe) and fo they could not be igno- 


rant Chriſtianity 


hes, 


would be ſupported by bet- 
ter means than their pious frauds or offici 


ous 
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The ſecond and third Chapter of 
David Blundell conſidered, and - 
the ObjeSlions anfwered. 


N this Chapter I ſhall chiefly examine 
I the ObjeHions made by David Blzndel 
againſt the authority of the Sibylline Wri- 
tings,m his ſecond and third Chapter. Part of 
which is ſpent(after a ſhort commendation of 
Fuſtin Martyr) in enumerating his miſtakes, : 
that from them he might lay ſome colourable 
ound that he was likewiſe overſeen in what 
he ſaid of the Sibylls: He ſpares not to tell 
you, That *ewil be hard to find 
in all antiquity a more notable 11 foroir malzife 4 en rouvey 
miſtake thar that of tin, a dans taue la ſuine des 8emps, 
perſon as worthy of commenda. ## us illuſtre que celay du 
tion as any' other hath been : APES RC 
and after the mterpoſition of Af8 j -———T 0US CCS auaniazes 
_ few _ ——_—_— ont pu le oe gp par ain le 
rning and virtue, adds t commun ; mais ils ne Font p4 
huge choſ advantages have *aperche de ſe laiſſer abuſer par 
raiſed him above the ordinary © PE P43 + 
rate of men, yet have not hin- 
dred him from permitting himſelf co be aby- 
ſd by hars, T ſhould have believetſo mach 


confidence would have produced fo great 
Reaſons, 
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' Reaſons , that what he laid down was true, 


that no indifferent Reader ought to have any Ar 
juſt cauſe to doubt. of it ; bar I find he urges || © 
nothing, or very little, for the confirmation wo 


of what he ſaith, more than his own conje- 
ure. The firſt miſtake hie alledgcth in the || "* 
Father, is, That he takesthe Statue of Semo 
Sang, one of the idol] Gods of the Sabines, þ 
, to be that of Simin Magus, which he con- - 
tends was erefted at Rome, and that he doth ; 
this before the Heathens themſelves, with fo 


| much confidence, that it is very clear he be- h 
| leved what he wrote to be very true : That y 
| it is not ſo, David Blundell offers no reaſon at , 
ZW all , nor. refers himſelf to any other book, k 
| wherein he might before have proved it; fo , 
| ; that for thiswe have only his conje&ure, for 1 
| ought appears to me : and we have Cyrillus 
| - Hieroſolymitanus agreeing with Fuſtin Martyr, ? 
That he ſo far deceived the Ro- : 


'Eradynes Ts STv Thy P®- marr, that Claudims erected a | 
© = wo ws, T ge 70 Statue for .him. That Nero 
Carerhek ſexra.Simſon, Anno 25 Exccedingly , among all } 
Chifti, 67. other Vices, adiQted to that of | 
Ih Conjuration, and Magick, Dr. 
Simſon will tell you out of Pliny; and there- 
forenot unlikely that Sin: Mzgus might ob- 
tain high honoursat Rome, till ſuch time as 
pretending to fly, and being carried up into 
the air by the Divel, he was brought down 
headlong by the Prayers of St Peter, and St 
Paul, who were then at Rome, as you may 

find in the place before alledged. r 
£ 
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It is well obſerved by Mr. Howel,. that the Howel Inftic, 
Ancients had in great veneration ſuch perſons Hilt.fol.g1. _ 
as were founders of thejr Kingdoms, and 
would give them the Names of Saturn, 7upi- 
ter, Apollo,and the like, to whom in the blind. 
neſs of thoſe times, they gave oftentimes di- 
vine- honours. Lilius Giraldus will informe 1 j1.Giral.Syar. * 
you,ſuch as theſe, a kind of Semi-gods , like deorp-19. 
the tutelary Saints now adays, St George, St . 
'Fames, St Andrew, and the like, were called 
Semones , whom they held not worthy of 
heaven, for their want of merit, nor would 
allow them to be earthly, for the reverence 
they bare their Memory, in reffe of the fa- 
vours received from them : fuch,l take it,were 
the ancient Aaieyss Demons, or Heroes, and | 
as Mr, Mead thinks, in his Apoſtacy of the weed, Apoſtxcy ? 
latter times; the ArSeoraxiar Aamorioy In- of the latter 
veighed againſt by St Paul, was that dodrine times. 
of giving honour to D#mons, or Semigods. 

That the Sabines had ſuch a one called Semo - 
Sangus, (whom ſome take to be Hercules) 

Lafantius, among others, who calls him San- 

cs, others Xanthus, others Saniius, will tell 

you. You may ſee in the ſame Lil; Giral-Lil.Giral, Synt, 
dus, farther, that from him the word Sancire p.67. _ 
toenaQ,had its Original,from the agreement -en-4; 4 
made between them and the Romans , after ?**73*** 

the rape of the Sabine women, which you | 

may read of in Florw, That there was a 

Monument or Inſcription of this Oath kevt 

in the Temple of Fupiter Piſtius, Dionyſins Ha Dios. Halicar: 
licarnaſſews will inform us, That there. was | 4 £:257++7+ 
- 7 2. - . = O00q 


_—_ _ 


likewiſe an ancient a—— Sanco 


Sermoni Deo Fidio Sacrum , Annotator 


Lift fol.82 ” upon Lattantiue will aflure you out of Fulvius 


Urſinus, which in all probability was fuper= 


ſwibed, and the form of the Oath mention- 


ed before out of Halicarnaſſeuc,underneathit: 
But that there ever was any Statue ereQed of 
him,kept at Rome,is more thenl can any way 
diſcover ; (as Ciril informs there was of Simon 
Magw) and much unlike , if any had been, 
that it ſbould continue fo Tong as from the 
time of the war of the Sabines , till Fuſftin 
the Martyr. 

The next is,concerning the remains of the 
Cells in Pharos, near Alexandria, where the 
92 Tranſlators of the Hebrew Bible, by the 
appointment of Prolomey , was performed. 


This Fi&tion, he tells us, St Ferome derides, 


who had been himſelf upon the place; and 
therefore F#{tin the Martyr(who was likewiſe 
an eye witneſs of what he writes) muſt be 
deceived. But why we are bound rather to 
believe St Ferome's eyes than Juſtin Mariyr's, 
with whom Irenew and many others agree, 
as David Blundel himſelf c, I ſee not; 
eſpecially ſince both may be true, there being 
fo many years between him and St Ferome, 
that there might be no wrafts of that in St 


eromes time, which yas vitible enough in 
St Juſtin's. You Ear rg in i Gow 


ep. Opuſ.dif, goes 'Opnſcats , the opinion of St Ferome 
> +. - pay. TAS neither ſce Iany reafou to believe 


(nor doth Faſtin Martzr affirm is) any _ 
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of that miraculous agreement without alte- 
ration of any word, asſome have feigned in 
their tranſlation: Notwithſtanding it ſhould 
be allowed that there were Iittle Cloſets in 
which they made their Tranſlations _ 
which were afterward compared, and ſhew' 


the King. Yet will Mr. G regory tell you,that Gree.O 
the other miraculous way of the ſtory may the 20 nil 


be taken upon the greateſt truſt of Antiqui-MMg-7 


ty. But theſe bitherto have been bor light 


velications, or rather handlome inſinuations 


by D. Blundel to gain the favourable attenti- 
on of his Readers ; that, after he had thus 
weakened the authority of the Fathers in 
theſe light things, he might with more eaſe 
rerſwade his Readers they were to blame in 
vreater. . We {hall now in the next place 
come to conlider his more weighty Argu- 
ments, who hath brought together what 1 
have ever found in any other Author to have 
been alledged- againſt thoſe Writings of the 
Sibylls, with much improvement of his 
own. In the examination of them I ſhall 
not ſtrictly rye my ſelf to his order, but con- 
ſider them after my own method, that 1 
may, as much as I can, avoid the repetition 
of the ſame things. . | | 


His firſt and main Obje&ion is drawn from 0hjef. 1; 


the inconſiſtency. and contradiftion of the 
Oracles themſelyes: For one of them vaunts 
her {elf to bethe daughter in Law of Noah, 


to have been ſhut up in the Ark, to have been opſepe. in pre- 
of his blood, guilty <t fornication, adultery, 


nay, 


_ 


Blondel, p.5. . 
&c 


fe. 


(192) 
nay, if Opſopexs conjefture rightly, of inceſt 
with her Father, whenas theſe Oracles, not 
extant but in Greek, which waggnot ſpoken 
till after the flood, manifeſtly diſcover the 
impoſture: Nay ſhe that pretendy, to have 
liv'd before the flood, by her own Eonfeſſion 
lived 1500 years after. The places referred 

to are theſe that follow. Speak. 


—=d uiya xdeuz ing before of the flood, ſhe ex- 
"Hs Taz5ov WeTwTET T8 preſſes the great joy ſhe had to 


Exouypy aigty Gafdegy 
Tloxne xAveuyict Fon, &. 
. Oralib.1.p.183. 


lib.3.p.233. 
lib.7.p.360.in 
Þne. 


lib.z.p.260. 


Anſw. 


have eſcaped ſo.eminent dan- 
ger of death, The next place 
referred to is in the third Book, 
where after ſhe had told you ſhe had come out 
of Babylon in Aſſria, that ſhe was to prpphe- 
fie againſt Greece, and that they ſhould ac- 
count her of another Countrey , to wit of 
Erithre , others the daughter of Circe and 
Gmnoſtus, &c, She after the interpoſition of a 
few lines faith ſhe was of the bloud, and 
daughter in Law of Noah ; and in the ſe- 
verith Book, where the words are faulty, and 
wy obſcure , gives colour to Opſopens his 
conjeure.of inceſt with her Father. The 
third, and laſt place is in the third Book , 
where ſhe tells you *rwas 1500 years ſince the 
beginning of the Grecian Monarchy ; there- 
fore that Author muſt live after that time. 
Before I come to give a particular anſwer 
to each member of this Obje&ion, I defire 
it may be firſt remembred , what I have 
touch'd before in the fourth Chapter, that it 
is no way reaſonable to believe that we have 
every 
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cv in e now extant fe? 
down in that order , and time in which they 
were delivered by the true Authors, but ma- 
ny times confounded., and intermixed one 
with another; ſo that if itcan be evidenced 
that ſome one of theſe Sibylls might have 
lived before the flood, it no way invalidates 
their authority , that ſome things may be. 
put together by rhe compoſer, or gatherer of 
theſe Oracles as the works of one arid the 
fame perſon, which indeed were the predi- 
&ions of perſons very different one from 
another bork in age and time. | | 

That there were predi&ions. of the flood 
by many others beſide Noah, Beroſus will telt 


you; if we believe his authority, as in that 


I think we ſafely may ; That 


many preached , prophefied , Beroſ.de tempor. ame diluv. lib, 
nay graved in ſtone the deftru- Ln, - guery 
Aion that was to come u; on the wer wn pes lepi abu ax wal 


earth, though they were deri- ganz ge e4 qui venturd cre 


o__ not believed. Neither orb perditione, &c. 

eems it to me improbable, that 

many pious, and holy men lived about that 

time, though rhey were by God brought un- 

to their reſt before this general deluge of was 

ter __ . towhich Noab and his Family 
urv 


only ſurvived; - The ſame Beroſus tells you, 


that the Chaldeans kept Records of many 
things before the flocd ; tells you of Enos a 
Town of Gyants ; with himagrees Martini- 
ws the Jeſuite-in his Hiſtory of China printed 
ar Amſicrdam, 1659. where he relites many 

n 0) things 


things out of the Records of that Kingdom 
before the flood ; and truly, that our prede. 


ceſſors were never Maſters of ſome pieces/of 


Antiquity, of which we have now no foot- 
ſteps left, 35 to believe them leſs careful to en. 
quire after knowledge then we are, or leſs 
curious to tranſmit it to poſterity ; for how 
is it poſſible that Noah himſelf, and thoſe of 
his generation that ſucceeded him, ſhould 
either not tell, or their children not enquire 


what was done in the old world, and alſo © 


leave ſome memorials of it- to ſucceeding 
times , till the  Grecians (whoſe 
quickly grew almoſt univerſaNhaving robb'd 
the Phenicians, and Chaldeans of their 
Learning, robb'd us alſo of a great part of 
that knowledge we might otherwiſe have 
been partakers of, by clouding it under Mu- 
| thological tales and fictions of their own, by 
which mzans they eclipſed Learning, which 
they made ſhew to promote, out of their 
.. pride to make the world behojding to them 
as the firſt Inventors of all knowledge in it, 
and not letting us know out of what foun- 
tain they drew it. From this and another 
artifice frequent in very ancient times, of 
calling by the names of Saturs, Ape, Fi 
ter, and the like, perſons whom for ſome de- 
ſert they had a mind to honour with thoſe 
appellations, came ſo great confuſion in fto- 
ry : Where we ſhall find ſometime that at- 
tributed to a later perſon which was true of 
fome Predeceffor of his.of the- ſame name. 
: Something 


© Spit k: 
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Something to- this purpofe you niay ſee in Zenop. de equi- 
Xenophon, and- Bochartus ; neither were . jt 79% 7n prouce 
hard to give, many examples of it, were 7" W "Bs 
proper in this place to do it, | fralih f : 
The uſe I ſhall make of it is, that from $:rm.Fb.2ni- 
hence I may induce youto believe ir very pf: cum 
fible, that a-Sibyl might be before the flood, - Walt.Raw: 
and ſhut up with Nob ; forif it be true, a- 7" _ 
Bechartus thinks, that Vulcan, and Twba! Bochar.caphs p: 
Cain were the ſame, Lili Gira!{/yg among pag.a 22 
others will tell ycu, that Apr» (who, as Ony. £:1-Gir.«ynt. 
pbrius faith, taught Sibylla Delphica the ar: _— "0s 
xf Divination ; and that ſhe. Iiv'd long beet. 0c 2ioyl 
fore the Wars of Troy) was the Son of Vu'. © 
can or Tubal Cain, and fo it might yery well 
be that the Son of Txbal Cain might converſe 
with a Daughter in Law of Noah , which 
might alfo live a good while after the Con- 
fuſion cf Tongues, eſpecially fince Sem is by 
ſome thought (T am ſure might) to have li- 
ved in Abrahams time, who was born 18 FOUR 
your before the death of Noah, as Dr. Simp=1, iam ar” 
ſon ſaith. | | 1998. : 
But we need not 26 iÞ high; for if Noah © © 
were 5 aturn, ” three _ Sem, _— and 
apbet , were Fxpiter, Neptune, and Pluto 
tes proved if the ſecond Chapter ; as alſo 
out of Pawſanigs, that the ancienteſt Sibyll 
was the daughter of Fxpiter and Lamieb, - 
who was the daughter of Neptime, that is to 
fay of Cham, by his Niece who was 7 aphets 
daughter ; I fee no reaſon why that art of 
Divination, which Reon tells you was s 
2 th 
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the daughter, might not be known both to 
her mother as well as father, who we are 
ſure were ſhut up in the Ark with Noab, eſpe. 
cially fince the ſame Paxſarias tells you, x 
Oracles were delivered long before, as an- 
ciently as the earth it (elf, as you may ſee in 
the ſecond Chapter of this Diſcourſe. I ſhall 
farther out of the ſame Author ſhew. that 
Divination was common berween Neptune 
(that isg#apbet) and the earth; that before 
any Temple was made, the earth her ſelf 
aſed to pronounce them: Nay the ſame Pax« 
fanias yet farther tells you of certain Verſes 

; mentioned by .thoſe of Delos, 
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in which one of them names 
her ſelf ſometime Herophile , 
ſometime ' the wife, ſometime 
ſiſter, ſometime daughter of A- 
pello, Poffibly theſe Hymnes 
were the ſame with thoſe called 
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oy03v ID), &c. Pauſan, in Pho- 


(upon what you have heard) affirm ſome of 


Eumolpia, written by one Mx- 

| fe, as you have it, pag..320. 
of the ſame Author. Sometime you will 
find Daphne called the prefident of the Ora- 
cles, ſumetime Phemonoee, ſomietime of a tra- 
dition of a Temple built by Vulcan , and all 
this confefſedly before the Trojan Wars, but 
no time when; which certainly was becauſe 
by reaſon of its antiquity they could not: 
And I confeſs in the relation of Pauſanigs 
there is a little uncertainty, and obſcurity ; 
butIthinkT may with as much probabiliry 


this 
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his ſort of Diviners were before the flood, as 
D.Blundel can demonſtrate the contrary ; eſ- 
pecially fince the foiſting in this particular 
could not ſerye. for any other end then to 
make the whole book be rejefted , which 
not conducing to the intereſt of any . part 
either Chriſtian or Heathen(who both allow- 
ed them)cannot well be ſuppoſed. Nay-if Sir 
Walter Kiwleigh be not miſtaken, who faith, 
that very learned men were of that opinion, 
the names of Saturn, Fupiter, arid the like, 
were in uſe from the very Creation ; Adam 
being the firſt Saturn, Cam the fiſt Fupitcr, 
&c. Rawl. l.x. c.6. Sea.q. And fince Grand- 
children are oft called by the names' of ſons 
and daughters,” no man can affyredly affirm 
that one of Cairns poſterity was nag ft ter 
in Law to Noah; fo that alhough'1 allow 
that D. Blundel might have reaſon to ſuſpeRt 
this place as ſpurious, yet all-he ſaith amounts 
not to a demonſtration that it. is ſo; and 
thereforeall the Books not to be reje&ed up- 
on the only account of this place. The con- 
feſſion that ſhe was guilty of the knowledge 
of ſtrange beds, rather makes for, then a- 


- gaaſt the truth of them; for it- is like e- 


nough ſhe was polluted with the fins of the 
old world, having lived in it; the confeſſion 
that ſhe was ſo, argues rather her repentance - 
then anothers falſifying that place. That they 
are extant only in Greek, which at the flood 
was not ſpoken,may receive a double anſwer, 
cither that they. were _ ſo by the Greci- 
Do 3 ans ' 


Xiate Þ' is” Trem x, wiynhd WOT ds, That th 
idferrads ig” had reigned 'fikkeen hundred 


Þ, .. FER 
ans after they came into their hands, or thar 
e Author, as ſhe well might, lived -both 
ore, and after the Confuſion of Tongues, 
The laſt part of this Qbjetion is, that ſhe, 
whoever ſhe be, mentions 1500 years to have 
paſſed of the Grecian Monarchy , which 
could not be true, had ſhe lived at the time 
of che flood. | | 
In the anſwer to tþis Obje&ion, I muſt 
need- remember what 1 find runs through his 
who'e Book, and I ſhall repeat no more; 
that whatever he finds in theſe Oracles that 
cannot agree With her that call, her ſelf the 
daughte- in Law of Noah, are therefore im- 
true , ac it rhere never had betn but one. S?- 
byl, the contrary to. which 15'proved in the 
ſecond Chapter ; ſo that ir might be true thax 
there was one in the tire SF Noah, and. yet 
thi= the predition of another, But ler ys a 
little more narrowly look into his reaſon, 
and we ſhall find it no way c- nſequent, that 
becauſe .the word there uſed is in a Tenſe 
that ſj-nifies ,the time paſt , therefore the 


thing ic ſelf molt be allo.paſtat. the time of 
the delivery | thereof; whertas "nothin; . 1 


more frequent; in Propheſier,and Viſionst en 
to uſe the time preſent, or pal, for what js to 
come, Now the- truth of the. thing is no 
more then this, The Avthog, of thoſe Ver- 
ſes, whoever ſhe waz, after a ſharp reproof 
of the Gracans for-t Cys hath theſe 

the Grecians 
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years, who firſt Ied\ men unto "EZ © I) aciadouy Whol - 


wickedneſs : And 'after | tells ,_ 42% Bamaiſes 
them of the wrath of Gpd,and 
that rhen upon the feeling of it they ſhould 
begin toſcekhim-: And: laftly, ſpeaks of the 
growth and floufiſhing of Chriſtianity; inall 
which it will -be- evident many - things are 
foretold which were nor at that time paſt; 
and indeed they import no more then that 
1509 years after the beginning of the Graci- 
an Monarchy Chriſttanity ſhould flourith : 
Now whether this happened true in the e- 


*Ex\liwy, &c, lib.z.p.260, ' 


vent is impoſlible to judge, fince Hiſtorians - | 


cannot agree when to begin the Grecian Mo- 
narchy ; nor isitto be known what period in 
Chriſtianity is pointed at by theſe Verſes 
Another Obje 

much unlike the former; to wit, that this 
(fill the fame $S7byl/a) that calls her ſelf 
daughter in Law cf Noah, is by Juſtin the 
Martyr called the daughter of Beroſus, who 
wrote the Chaldzan Hiſtory. The words are 
theſe. You may eafily learn ' 


tion he infiſts upon not ObjeF.2, 


"Eqzer NN Uuly prd)os Thy 5p- 


in part the right way of wor- 


ſhipping God from the ancient fny 9eovid{ay < wipus 77eg 
Sibyllo, This Sibyll they fay, JO nn ns Har 


came out of Babyl9, being the 
daughter of Beroſis that: wrote 
he Chaldean Hiftory, &c, And 
foon after hath theſe words in 
the fame page. Of this Sibyll 


. Plato (among many other Wri- 
ters of his time that mention 
. FO Q 4 


od 
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x; Tlagroy * 7H $aiHpy=— her) ſpeaks of in Phedro, nay 
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* whom himſelf afterward ca 


ogid eg: waAag ZiBUNy = the moſt ancient. Sibyll. 1 re- - 


ply to this Teſtimony: Though the words 

are indeed ſoin the Father, yet it carries (o 

t a wound in its own breaſt, that we may 

eaſily ſuſpeC& ſome foul play hath been uſed 

' toward him, and this place corrupted ; for 

how could Plato remember her that was 

daughter to Beroſws that writ, the Chaldean 

Hiſtory, who dedicated his books to Antic- 

chus Soter (as D. Blundel bimſelf confefſeth 

————__ of Tatian) when as Plato dyed in the 
fot 1 gb. "na Year of the world 3656, and Antiochus Se- 
244 of the En- Ter, who ſucceeded Seleucus his Father, and 
gliſb Edis. wasthe third King of Syria after the death of 
& Alexander, began not his Reign till the year 
of the world 3724, in which year Selexcus 

dyed; ſo that thereare 68 years between the 

death -of - Plato , and the farſt year of. the 

Reien of Antivchws, therefore in the moſt 

modeſt account Beriſus muſt be above 100 

years 01d when Antiochas came to the Crown, 

or<lſc Plato could not mention his daughter 

as aSibyll ; for we cannot reaſonably believe 

ſhe was inſpired before twenty, or him max- 

ried before the like age; ſo that at the death 

of Plato he myſt be 40 years old, and have 

lived to 108, and then have ſpirit, and quick- 

neſsenough to write Hiſtory ; except we will 

Iuppoſe he kept it by him during the whole 

A rime of Alexander , (who we know was al- 

| ways an encourager of Learning) and _ 

© _ that 
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that ſiicceeded him to dedicate it to Antice 
chus, a man not at all in repute to be com- 

d with Alexander, which is very impro- 
[-ble. This miſtake then muſt either be at- 
tributed to ſome inadvertency in the Father , 
or, which I rather think , ſome later Writer 
intending to explain the words, corrupted 
the ſence by foiſting 'in theſe words, % Thy 
xa3Sondy igneiay yeddarl ©, the Writer of the 
Chaldean Hiſtory , the words running very 
clear without that addition. The cauſe of 
this miſtake I think proceeded from theirnot 
conſidering that there might be more then 


one Beroſw, Now Paxſanias tells you that pexſan.p.z 2. 
ſhe that ſucceeded Dems was by the. Jews in Phocich. 


called Sabba; that Sabba was the daughter 


of Beroſus and Erimanthe according to ſome; 


others that this Sabbe was called Siby!la Ba- 


 bylomica ; others Xgyptiaca : Much incertain=- | 


ty there 15 in what age to place her ; proba- 
bly it hath come from that miſtake in 7#ſtin 
M-: rtyr, which I believe miſled Onnphrius, 
who makes the ſame perſon mentioned « 


Fuſtin Martyr (whom he calls S:zmbethe Nye) 


to be the eighth in number, but by LaGar- 
tis and others is reckoned the firſt; in my 
opinion with more reaſon ; for ſhe mention- 
cd boy #{tin is called the firſt and very anci- 

ibyll, and muſt certainly point at one 


more ancient then the age of Alexander. But 


whoever ſhe was, and when ever ſhe lived, 
whether in Solomons time, as you have. .it in 


the end of the ſecond Chapter out of Cedre- 
| nn, 


ad 


mabus Pagan. enger, inly ſhe could not be daughter to 
, - pom P4: that Beroſus who writ the Chaldzan Hiſtory, 
9% '9'" forthe reaſons before alledged : And of the 
ſame opinion I fince find was Montacute Lord 

Montcc.in ana- Biſhop of Norwich in his Excercitations upon 
lef.p.153z, Barons, : J 0-2 ff AT UM 
Objet.3, + A third Objection, is, That the name- of 
. Adams, by the Author of the 


D. Blund. p.;7. It eff jenſe firſt book: of the Sibylline 


- P impoſteur ” a wulu fe works, derived from the greek 

eh etted pay he” word ve, as if it were a word 

For -Sh a. derfroant Adam of Greek extraition , and allo 

de di uc conme 6 c eftoit un denoted from the Hebrew the 

mot. 4 extraftjon Grecque, four Quarters of the World , 

' artTAHs Sotsigrxroc, pwermubeica, 

Orc.Sibyl. lib. Eaft, Weſt, North, and South ,. whereas his 

2. þ43.216, Name in the Hebrew and Chaldean Lan- 
guage conſiſts only of three letters. 

Anſw. He that con{iders who it was (even God 
himſelf) that impoſed the Name upon our 
firſt Father,and farther that the Name of Jew 
and Greek ſhould divide the whole world, the 
Greek bcing a common name, comprehend- 

S. Paul.Romans ing all the Gentiles;as appears by the firſt and 

cap.1, v.16. tenth of the Romans,with many other places. 

#4p.10. v.12: He(Lfay) that conſiders thir, will not, Fper- 
fwade my (elf, believe it range that the ſame 
appellation might be ſignificant in more-Lan- 
guages then one, though not then in being ; 
that he that was not created:aman only; bat 
a King over all the Earth and the creacures 
thereon , ſhould havea Name that reached 

| over 
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Colliu de eni- ns, but denyed by Collizs, or much. anci. 
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over all the Quarters thereof, ſhews rather 
the providence of God, who by it would let 
ns ſee ,, that not only Monarchical Govern« 
ment was the firſt , and therefore beſt , but 
by himſelf inftated upon Adam, ſtamped and 
imprinted' in his very name, in which the 

int under T fupplieth the third letter, 
which he pretends is wanting. 

But what can be anſwered to David Blun- 
dels inadvertency, if after all this the book, 
a5 to that part of the obje&tion which con- 
cerns the derivation of the name of Adam 
from 2s, warrant no ſuch thing, but quite 
cantrary ; the words are theſe; Having firſt 
rold you of the encreafing of mankind after 
that of their wars and wickedneſs, ſhe tells 

'ou, that God took them away by death; 
hat Hades receiyed them ; 


Thar indeed they called it H.- 
des from Adam, becauſe he ha- 
Ving taſted of death went thi- 
ther firſt ; for which reaſon all 
men that are born of the earth 
are ſaid to go down to the 
houſes of Hades. What can be 
imagined. more contrary than 


this to the affirmation of David . 


Blundel ; he .tells you, Adam 
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took his name from 4; , when the book 
watrants, that theword 2s had its deriva- 
tion from Adam, not Adam from it. Of this 
opinion likewiſe is Mr. Sanford, in his book 
De deſcenſu Chriſti ad inferos, publiſhed and 


perteted 


Obj.4.& 5. 


J— 10: 


your 


F—==200 
g—= 720 
yY—400 
cg— 2100 


—_— —— 


888 
Anjw. 


Oplopp. I 


(204) 
perfe&edafter his death by Robert Parker, 
he tells you, pag.s. Iuce clarits eft, Ada. 
mah primum in Hadam deinde in Haden ab:. 
zſe ; and pag.39,% 40. diſputes it, that who. 
ever goabout to derive it from a Greek foun» 
tain are miſtaken. T | 

A fourth and fifth ObjeGion he raiſeth 
from the numbers of the names reſulting 
from the name of GOD and of JESUS, 


the one conſiſting of 1697. the other of 888, 


the number of 1697. not agreeing to any 
name of Gud, and the other only to the 
Greek "Inovs, Sibyl. Orac. pag. 184. in fine, 
& pag. 171. 

Though for anſwer to that part of this 
ObjcQion which concerns the incffable name 
of God.,l might refer you to the conjeures 
of ſeveral men ; (Leo Suavins who contends 
it agrees to'aporwixey, of Morel/us who faith 
It agrees to avixpor@r, Fohannes Auratus who 
tells you 9885 ewTHe 18 underſtcod ; of Brent 
#s who expounds it by the word gzoopop©- : 
All which you may ſee gathered together by 


12, Opfopeus in his Notes upon the place ; and 
 hfth 


ly to D. Blundels own conceit, which you 


1ax8voay hay ſee pag.7.)Yet I rather chuſe to acknow- 


ledge my own ignorance in not knowing 
whence to draw it, then to condemn the 
Book becayſe I donot - Only let me obſerve, 
that he ſuſpe&s the Book hater the firſt 


Znigme is obſcure , and paſſeth the fame 
cenſure upon it, becauſe *tis intelligible in 
the ſecond, | | 


I 
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I confeſs,l think the.ſecond ZEnigme agree- 
ing to the name of Jeſus, conkiſting of the 
number $88. may have much in it of myſte- 
ry , fince it is compoſed of the firſt number 
which conftirutes the firſt cubical or ſolid fi- 
gure that doth compJere locum, fill a place, as 
the Mathematicians will tell you, diſpoſed 


per monadas, decadas, and becatontadas, to 


ſhew that the foundation of our Salvation 
by Jeſus is ſolid, that the Author and Fi- 
niſher thereof is in all things perfe& and 
compleat ; whereas the name 666 given in 
Scripture to Antichriſt is not atall ſo. Much 
more to this purpoſe might be added, but 
chis touch ſhall ſuffice, 

Sixthly, He accuſes them of fa!ſhood, be- Objed.6. 
cauſe they tell you that Rome ſhould conti- 
nue but 948 years, which were deduced from 
the number contained in the Greek word 
Porn. 

I find by this Obje&ion, chat though Da- Anſw, 
vid Blundel was a very good Grecian} as ap- 
pears by all his Books, yer he here rather 
choſe to make uſe of the Latine Tranſlation 
which ſerv'd bis turn, whereas the Greek 
warrants no ſuch thing. The words are, That 
Rome ſhould fill up the num- 


| ber of 948 years,at which time Tets If Temnxuorss x} Trart- 


ſhe hfving filled up the num- egxol]e ; 6x19 ; 
ber of her name, a fad gore En 
tion or violent fate ſhould aP- Metogs PreZoudlin, Tear Gno- 
proach her: For that is the wa Tango. 
ſence of the wards, which war= Lib-8p-375. 

rant 
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rant no ſuch thing as afinal end of the City x 
and in truth in my judgment are not unlike 
thoſe before .quoted out of Xiphilinus the 
Epitomizer of Dio, that after 900 years 
a ſtrange diffention and madneſs. ſhould di- 
vide and embroil them , which cauſed & 
much trouble in Tiberius his time, as you 
may ſee in the fourth Chapter foregoing: In- 
ſomuch that both he and Nero endeavoured 
to appeaſe the fears of the people, who were 
much perplexed with the apprehenſion of it: 
So that you may ſee they harped much upon 
909 years, as if ſome fatal accident ſhould 
then happen : Upon which Opſopews thinks 
that theſe Verſes were by ſome later Writer 
inſerted in imitatiou of thoſe former, becauſe 
no ſiniſter accident happened then to the Ci- 
ry : Which time fell out about the ſecond or 
third year of Severus, as D. Blundel, and Op- 
fopews both agree, and is eafily proved. 
That no ſolid Argument can be raiſed al- 
ways out of the Numeral Letters of a word, 
to determine by it the fate'or downfall of any 
City or Kingdom, I eafily grant; but that 
nothing atall can at any time be gath 
from thence, is to condemn all the Cabaliſti- 
cal Learning of the Jews, and bring them 
upon eur ears, who, a3 we all know, lay of- 
tentimes much weight upon ſich kind of ar- 
ions : Bur let us ſee if nothing no- 
table happened about that timie. By thatfad 
portion which ſhould then to the Ci- 
ty might well be underſtood pon. of 
riſti- 
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Chriſtianity, which 'at laſt Chould bring a 
final ruine to Heatbeniſme, as indeed it did. 
Now we find at this very time Clemens Alex= 
andrinws and Teriulian, two Heathen Philo« 
ſophers, and converted Chriſtians , great 
Champions for the Faith as ever it had,flou- 
riſhed, and writ in the defence of Chriſti- 
ans, and Chriſtianity, About four years be- 
fore, Apollonius a moſt Learned Philoſopher, 
and Chriſtian, gave an account af his Faittr 
before the Senate, and was beheaded for it, 
as Exſebius in his Chronology, 'and Helvicas 
both haveit. Theſe things then happening 
might well be as ſo many ing pieces pre- 
aging the downfall of Heatheniſme, and un« 
doubtedly muſt of neceſſity produce much 
dvi) diflention, and partaking on all hands, 
and could not bur be lookt upon as a fad and 
unfortunate accident to the City , which 
might well be called avouoy©& woes, Befide, 
between the years goo and 948 lived Faſtin 
Martyr, and ſuffered Martyrdeme; Polycarp 
appeared at Rome about the difference of Ea- 
ſter; Elentberius and. Vitior Popes of Rome 
then flouriſhed ; Atbenagoras writ an Apolc- 
gy for the Chrittians, as you may ſee in Hel. 
views his Chronology : All which had, it in 
nothing elſe, yet in their. very ſufferings, a 
kind of Vi&ory over Paganiſme , and a fha« 
king of Rome, ' which afterward fell in that 
ſence, when the Emperour became Chriſtian, - 
about 300 years after the Birth of cur Savi- 

A 
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- A ſeventh ObjeRion is, That the Author 
of that part of the Sibylline Oracles makes 
Ararat, where the Ark reſted, to be in Phyy: 
© gia: The words are in the firſt Book, p.180, 
"Ex1 Ns T15 ®guins 333 nnreiggts eras 
HaifaToy Terlunrts Or Apgogr Rxanfira 
And after the interpofition of two Verſes, 
follows | 
"Eel a.pnifes wizaac Toros Mapoue Tipuxay 
Se eteg a o& Menneglans | 
AnZdvrroy UuSiToy. Sib.Orac.p.180. ; 
There is, faith ſhe, upon the Continent of 
black Phrygia a long and arduous Mountain 
called Ararat, within which the Springs of 
che River Marſyas ariſe, upon whoſe high tor; 
when'the waters abated, the Ark'reſted, 

- By theſe words nothing more can be nece'- 
farily colle&ed, then that Ararat is upon the 
ſame Continent with Phrygia ; for ſo 'Hr*g@ 
fignifies the Continent-as it is diſtinguiſhed 
from an Iſland. Phrygia is indeed in the leſ- 
ſer Afia bounded with Cappadocia on the Eaft 
part of the Mountain, Taxrus on the South, 
Troas on the Weſt, and Galatia on the North; 
and if Ararat be in Armenia, the Weſt part 
of Armenia borders upon Cappadocia, fo 
that, for ought appears to the'contrary, if the 

Ark reſted in Armenia, as ſome hold , the 
Springs of the River Marſvas that ' runs 
through Phrygia might well enough ariſe 
there, the Mountain Ararat extending very 
far in length. Sir Walter Raleigh: places 
Armenia the leſs in N3tolia, or the lefler Afi 
makes 


a  - 
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makes the Mountain Ararat, noms called Tar Rawlcigh, cap. 
rus, extend very far, as you may fee -iti the7- Se#.10 pag, 
Map annexed to the ſeventh Chapter,Sef.10.%% 

Bur let us take it with David Blundel in 
the moſt rigid ſenſe that the words of the Sj- 
bylls do indeed import, that the Ark did 
reſt in Phrygia near the Springs of the River 
Marſyas, is he fo affured of the; place of its 
reſt, that he dares from this falſity conclude 
all the Oracles ſpurious. The Learned Bo- Buchart. Geoz. 
chartus in his Geograp.Sac. p.18, tells you rhe $46. 1ib.n.p.x 5. 
common opinion if, that Arar.it is Armenia, & 54 
but leaves the place of its reſting very doubt- 
ful, 4uclines to the Gordizan Hill-, which in-- 
deed lye in Armenia the great, but no part of 
the Mountain Ararat, but a good way di- 
ſtant, Arnixs the Fryar in his Notes upon pereſp.s5.E4s. 
Beroſixs Jabours much to prove it reſted upon Anwerp.1 52. 
the Caſpian Mountains, which ſeparate Ar- 
menia from the upper M-4ia, and do equally 
belong to both. Sir Walter Rawleigh makes Rawleigh, tib. 
that long ridge of Mountains which extend z.c:p.7.$e#.1c« 
from Phryz2:a to the Confines of Scythia intra-108. 
Imaum, to be by M'ſes called Ararat, endea<- 
vours by many, and weighty reaſons to prove 
that the Ark reſted upon that part of Arar.t 


near Caxcaſis that borders upon Scythia intra 


Tmaum, as you niay ſee in the Map by him 
annexed of thoſe parts, agreeing in that his 
opinion with Gorpizs Becanus , ' and our | 
Dr. Heylin with them both. | Whilſt then WC Heylin ,Geoz. 
remain under ſo great an uncertainty touch-p.s,9. &'c. 
ing this. matter, what can be reaſonably con- 

P cluded 


a 


iehaac; 


$46 .35:08.7, 


 Bochans, Geog, 


L] 


(210) 


cluded to the overthrow of the $; lline 
_ - Books from this medium ? Some light we 


ight have, did we certainly know that part 
he world where it nes Wl. whoſe fa. 
brick and bulk, with the great burthen of all 
the creatures, and proviſion for their nouriſh- 
ment for a years time at leaſt kept within ir, 
would nor ſuffer to float very fir, but only 
as the current of the waters and wind might 
drive it, But where ever itreſted, the Scri- 
pturetells you they journeyed from the Eaſt 
to the plains of Shizaar, where they built 
the Tower of Babel, and the confuſion of 
Tongues happened. This reaſon, among 0- 
thers, induced Sir alter Rawleigh,, as dili- 
gent and judicious a Writer as any other, to 
place the reſting of the Ark in that part he 
doth, and makes Nimrod to have a very long 
Journey from thence, being the Eaſt part to 
the place where Babylon ſtood : Whereas 0- 
therwiſe if you place it upon the Gord#an 
Hills, as Bochartus, or in Phrygia as Sibylla, 
Babylon lying South or South-Eaſt to both 
theſe places, they could not be ſaid to Jour- 
ney from, but toward the Eaſt, that travelled 
from thoſe parts to Babylon, To ſolve this 
difficulty,Bochartus tells you his own conje- 
ure, and ſeems to diſlike others; that the 
Affyrians called all that part of their Empire 


| which lay on the other fide of the River T- 


eris, the Eaftern part, all on this fide the 
Weſt; and ſo would make the Mountains of 
Ararat belong to the Eaſt, becauſe they were 

; . .n 


” 
e 
E 
us 
f 


(2x4) | 
inthar Tractuliat hay on the other fide of Tis 
gris ; Whereas if this diviſion, of the Aﬀya 
rian Empire werenot as well bis. conjecure 
as the other part of it,and thay in trath.chqze 
was no ſuch diviſion. in-uſe. among. the Aſly« 
rians in the time of Moſes ; yet is it n@. more 
then if one ſhould fay,, that the. Inhabirants 
of England travelling into. Virginia could, be 
fid to.come gut of the Welt,. becaufe. they 
were heretofore part of the'Weltery Empire, 
by Capitis makes the Hebrew word 
ket Kedens to fignific a Re+ - . 


gion, and ſaigh ; the poſterity Noe poſteritas ab Armenia 


| montibus progreſſa fuerat in 
tains of Araxat to.that Region 7 cone gue po + tam 
Which was afterward called Ke- 1; filme Ipmects filio. Bochart: 


of Neab came from the Moun- 


dew from Kedya the youngeſt prg.35. 

Son of Fg, Orhan will _ Rr 
you, Kedem fignifics as well t Ne 
ning as the Eaſt, and that the- ſame worg. is 


fo ufed Habek, chap,1. Art not thon RAW wahalechap.x: 
from everlaſtinz, or from the beginning Þ Sayerſra. * 
Gez.3. the Chaldee Paraphraſe rendeys- the Gex,z.7,8. 


fame word in that ſenſe; ſo doth Theodoftrm, © 


.St, Ferapte, and ſome othere, 4nd the Ora 
Om of war th ge = ey 

ng. Fal.63. we render the words fo, To p.cg. ; 
bin ches the Heaven of Heaveps ac 


bin that rideth wpon 


/ 
/ 


| 


Bib. Poly, Gen. 
$1.V.l. 


CE 


will bear it, then is that difficulty wholly ta-/ 


ken away, and the words import no more, 
then that after the Ark had reſted; and the 
Inhabitants of the carth began to enlarge 
their bounds, the beginning of their pere- 
gritiation was toward the Land of Shinaar , 


Und thus is the word rendered in this very 


place by the Chaldee Paraphraſt, as you may 
ſee in Bzb. Poly, But let us ſee if we ma 

diſcover any farther light our of the Sibyl- 
line Writing it ſelf. Admitring the words 
before quoxed do neceffarily imply,that Arz- 
rat, where the Ark reſted, doth indeed, ac- 
cording to thoſe Oracles, Iye in Phrygia, then 


- muſt it beina place nor far from the Springs 
._ of theRiver Marſha: Now the River Mar- 


ES NN » Whodas Fanta 
Bamreia ey XEAeupals Spujyc 
als Ty Mapous 


633 Tis 

"  eFOTAPE. oF 
PANE 

es 

Py 

Livdib.zeo 


PES 


_ 


$9370 d 
% Eubane tis Maidy- 


« Xenoph.l 


ſas riſes about Cel ene neer the River Mean- 


der , as appears by Xenophon, lib.x, Anabas. 


"The Court of the great King is 
1n Cel ene, fortified near, or a- 
bout the Springs of the River 
- Marſyas, beneath the Caſtle, 


TH 4X&9 02 * which runs likewiſe through 


N& Ths Toa 


into Meznder. With whom a- 
gree Livy, Strabo, and others. 


ib.s. Anab. 


. Then F gong, there may be a miſtake in the 


Tranſcriber, and the verſe ought to run, 


-*Egr Tis ®puylig 83 1reiggts neacipns ic. the 
'Letters* and þ not being fo very unlike, but 


that the ſame miſtake hath been before made 


._ In that word, as Bechartus, and before him, 


Coſaubon have obſerved, . Now the ſame Bo- 


chartus 


the City , and empties it ſelf 


Pp 
OO _—_— _ © a on @ tw A tr a> ww 1 Wn. oo @ MY. PPM % © 
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cbartus will ell you, that Apamia, long af. Bochave, Geo 
ter built by nei chis Soter, TH hither the $4c2.16,17. " 
Inhabitants of Celene tranſplanted theme * © © 
ſelves, was called xico7&, which fignifies 
an Ark, perhaps from the tradition that the 
Ark of Noah reſtcd there, as likely as- from 
any other reaſon, in which let the Reader 
be judge: Sure I am whar I have faid is e- 
nough in anſwer to D. Blande! , whoſe only 
exception is , that Ararat is made to lye in 
Phrygia, when himſelf, were he alive, could 
= not determine neither what that Mountain is 
now called, nor where it lyes. But I muſt. 
not difſemble what the learned Bochartus far .- 
ther addes out of Plutarch, that the River Bechers.p.17, 
Marſyas had its name from Marſyas the Sonlib.i. 
of Migdas, which was many ages after the 
flood ; and fo that ſhe that was with Noah 
could not remember it. To which I ſhall 
fay , this ſeems to, be only a conjecture 5 
Plutarch, and the Son of Midas might as 
well receive his name from the River, as that 
from him, except you like better to believe 
this verſe foiſted in y ſome late Writer, who 
remembring that Celene was called xi&wr©- 
from the tradition of the Arks refting there, 
thought by this means to explain the Oracle, 
but corrupted it : A misfortune like to 
it T have bEfore ſhewed you happened to the 
text of Fuſtin Martyr: For if that verſe be , 
left out, the ſenſe of the Oracle is no more, : 
then that in the Continent of black Phrygia 
there is a long and arduous Mountain called 
" _S. - Rn 


Blond cap.17. 
p. 7 8. 


Blond.cap.3.Þ.9 But D 


Oy grins T5pu3? $5) C0 
Lib.8. p.403. By which 


(214) 
Ararat whoſe r the Ak reſted. 
apon wh dy ri ive us. over, 
but tells us, - that this very perſon difcovers 
her ſelf to be aChriſtian,a that ſhe _ 
led this her Rapſodic between thie \ 
Chriſt 138 :and-154. chat is between the time 
uw death of Adrian, and thit part of the 
Reign of Aztonizus, when Juſtin Martyr pre= 
ſented his Rte: The == referred.to are 


We therefore. that are + 
Tovix &p _ » cams Xi ec: ſprung from the hol , and. hea- 
clo Jtha s 


venly generation 0 Chriſt ec. 

words, fGith he, ſhe 

_ _ evidently manife elts her fel to 
LAM lived after Chriſt. 

Though I might accommodate, many an- 


. Cwwersto this place, and tel] you, thit allper- 


ſons wharſoever that have been ſaved were 
regenerated by Chrift, whether-<xhibited or 
20 be'exhibired, and that future things arc 
often declated by paſt : Yet ſince it is not-my 
raserojJuſtifie all thivgs in thoſe eight :Books 
to be as ancient as the flood, but e 
*is-poſſible ſome things | therein might, I ſhall 
not contend with himabout it ; '{o as on 'his 
[data be as equally conceded that 
'were more Sibylls then one, p | 
wi him very hard to Te induced:to, as, you 
ſee in his-ſeventeenth Chapter at the 
_ where hefairhzall the eight Bogks which 
os have were written by one and-tlie: ſame 
; Iconſeſs _ pertinently to his pur. 
m, had he proved it, but contrary to the 
: ſence 


only-to ſhew - 


4-7 


2 haemeens attain as a @ 67 -m=r-aoe 5 wat; Pay £3 oe? 


(008 © | 
ſence of all the world befor bens encepeby 
writing he underſtand compo =, 
ting in order the w es perfons, 
which te ve yr mieke be = Tabour " one 
tet perl "00 aa ing to the cu- 
at this day (as | 
; am pre aLemedD ivine that hath 7» 
travelled ig arts) where their manner. 
is to gather yrs the wiſe ſayingsof their 
P ar3y Who ever they were, without 
any order, or confiderationof time, or other 
circumſtance, and 6 tranſmit them to pc= | 
ſterity, indeed as a Rapſody,. or disjointed -, 
things that have no neceflary connexion or _-*. 
dependance one upon another, and yet = 
or much of them very true. That theſe-. 
Writings of the Sibylls may have had their 
ſhare in; this fate, as ro ſome! particulars 
therein, I hiok probable enough, hut that 
will not ſerve to impugne the authority of | 
them all. 
Another Objeftion urged. by. D. Blamdel Objefi. 3. 
theſe Books is taken. from their dire& 
contradition of the Holy Scripture ; for Geneſ.7.u1. - 
whereas Moſes tells you that Noah continued Geneſ.8.14. 
In the Ark from v6. 17th day of .the ſecond . 
maneth to the 27th day of the F 
ſecond moneth following , the Kai 7678 of Tot Nas car 
Linhour of chis work plainly 5 F Ft , 
four Wage oa x) & je 
on, after Tlanggoa; NeT$OE 8 pa 
RO HS! forty and one ni nel - 
ys in the waters, i" .Slkyl lth 
.to.the will of God. P 4 If 


Anſw, 


(216) 


If this Jearned man had as much, endea- 
voured to have gathered Arguments for the 


aſſerting the truth of the Sibylline PrediQi- 
* Etions, as he was curious ' and diligent to 


heap up all imaginable matter that could be 
found out any way to impugne their autho. 
rity, he might from chis place flave found 
out as well reaſon to believe them'rrue , as 
by it conclude their falſhood ; for he could 
not but ſee that the Hiſtory of the' flood is 


told almoſt direaly 


"M N ou aviots wete- 
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| of the Ark, of his. 


many days : And after thisand 


to that related by 
Moſes in Genefir'; The opening 
the flood-gates and catarats of 
Heaven, of his opening the roof 
great fear, of 
the endleſs extent 'of the wa» 
ters, of the earths being cover- 
ed and drowned by them ma- 
ny days, and: of the terrible 


* face of the Heavens during thar 


time. She then tells you the ſto= 


| ry of the firſt ſending our of 
the 


Dove, her return; then the 
ſending her out the ſecond 
fime, : her return with an Olive 
branch in her' mouth : Aﬀer 
this the ſending forth the Ra» 
ven, who returned not : And 
before the firſt ſending forth the 


Dove, tells you of ſame remiſ- 


fion in the air after the carth 
had been watered with the rain 


the 


A .. 
the firſt return. of the Dove, 
his remaining in the Ark more 
days: And much more to that Fn 
urpoſe, 'all which-coyld. not agyuc, we. 
= Gaioayiny-+ in the, Pg-179, "ng 


pace” of 4©' or 41,days,' in backs 
Thich rime *ris ſcarce imaginable either how 


or: from 'whence fo grear a bulk of water 
could' come, as was ſufficient to cover, the 


whole globe of the earch o high, as to be't- 


nough above the higheſt mountain upon the 
face of it, that all the Inhabitants _—_— 
drowned, had not the immediate hand; and 
power of God intervened'to effe& it. Inf6- 
mutkthat no. Impoſt 


or: whatſoever, exce} 


"HyxdTdokiy * wine 38 T6 
"TEX INPUT 6 $0.98 * 
Aires bs vxdoo; mea 


aw Aſs 


Sibyl. Orac. iib.t. 


he hid been more fooliſh 'then falſe; wouta = 


have'tfatiſcribed' a ſtory, out of Moſes with 
circumſtances comprehending ſome lengrh'sf 
time intheir perfurmance, and at Taft 'con- 
tradi his ownrelation ma matter which lay 
dire&ly before his eyes, and impoſlible not 
tobe detefted, We may therefore'with more 
reaſon believe chis refarion hor to have been 
taken out of Moſes , but rather to have pro- 
ceeded out of the mouth of her that was in 
the Ark with Noah, which: being no way: 
prophetical bur hiſtoric), may admit of' a 
greater latitude, and 1 


conſiderable, or notable yer 


a were in 
Let us therefore ſce if we- can any way 'dif- 


us to conclude the 
Writer, whoever ſhe was, pitched upon ſome . 


iod of 4x days,:. 
the greateſt danyer. 


8 
IJ 
. . 


cover when this wi. * Moſes faith, Geneſ. 7, Gen,q,u-t1s | 


ey pighe ruby fay' td bane | 
vated, and benoarh the ſoles of their ext 


So thar'this Argo far fromftanding 
D. Bhentlel in any Itcad, thar ic much ſerves 
ro-corfirm, rior-weaken theirauthoriry. 

Intherinth phce he urges, that they coun- Objali.9n > 
tenanct the fable of che Tirans, aSif it wars 5. 
crue ; the'opinion of the Chiliaſts as to the 


ants, as their ſtory is related by Poets , may 


bur that 


ot 
—_—_— Keloy ts ; 
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im 

ported, then that God would at laſt. execur 
Jidgment upen thoſe Titans or Giants whom 
the flood had devoured,. who were a wicked 
generation, Prov,21.16, Theman thatwan. 
dertth out of. the way of underſtanding ſhall 
remain in tbe Gongteg ion of the dead, as we 

render it, in the; Congregation, of, the Re. 

See Meatin\: $a in the Original, which -word. by, the 
Piarib.uyon | Septuagint is always rendred Giangs, Titans, 
Prov.21,16, or thelike « Sothatl ſee nothing to: be exe 
cepted againſt in their Writings, or to ac. 

... .* cuſe them as fabulous for calling the Inhabi- 

tants of the old world Titans. * 

\ \That 'which he. calls the Hezrefie of the 

Chilaſts he could not be ignorant had recei- 

1 ved learned Supporters both in ancient and 
modern times :-Whether what ever hath 

been hitherto urged in their defence be con- 

futed, remains yet ſ#b judice ; certainly thoſe 

which believe the Jews ſhall yet once more 

be graffed into their own Olive-tree, will 

not think it unreaſonable that Ferwſalem may 

be again as famous in the profeſſion” of Chri- 

— as it hath formerly been of Juda-. 

| iſme. | ly 

Obje.zo, D. Blundel farther objefts, Thar: thoſe 

2 Books make Adrian the Roman 'Emperour 

that ſucceeded Trajar, by whom he was a- 


dopted, as ſome ſay, tohave ſtrangled him- 
fo {, which was inno fort rue. ad af 
Anſw, HAdrianwas not indeed firangled,"as the 
#9. words inthe Sibylline Oracles impor? which 
are as follow, i 


(220) : 


Fromall which places thete- is no, more im- 


42 thi 


ft, be 
* C z 
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The ſence of them is, thar when Green Kings 
had ſabjeRed the world to themſelves from 
the Eaſt tothe Weſt, one ſhould ariſe wears 
ing a white helmet, having a name almoſt 
of the _ overlooking the world. with- his 
—_—_— that gatheredand ſpent mudti 
ey; ckilful, or making uſe of all the My- 
inks <4, Magick &c. Aﬀer the interpoſi- + 
tion of 'two or three verſes, ſhe ith,” then 
ſhall be alamentable time, becauſe he perith- 
y Tia —_— 4 h bod 
on, though no body is particu- 
larly named, is —_—_ taken to i Avi. 
an, both becauſe he is the 2ofreench from Fr- 
lius Ceſar, his name ſeems-to reſemble- the 
Adriatick Sea, and that he made uſe of Ma- 
gick ſpells for the curing his diſcaſe,of which 


X;  —_ inus tells you he was once by the help xppj1.Epir. 
Magick recovered, but after fell again into Dion.p.z60.lin. 
the fame, whereof he i mary dyed, after 29. * 


he had invain implored death from the hands 
of his ſervants, but could find none to af- 
ford it him, 

The difficulty of this place is eafily recon- 
caled,by admitting an cafie miſtake. in the 
Tranſcriber, 


(422) 
putting an |» lace 

of o of] ger on Br Amanat brqrmk er 
nargfc Fre MS auirdn Ire hh 


Gogh, i HO a 


drop of watcr or a tear, and-in poek 


locally in” 2nlpmaricalt or Propherie 
ſpeeches, denote a dropfic. 


Some other -Qbjeftions D. Blandel- hath 


eancerning 
Gog and Magee, concerning Antichrifh, and 
fach like, eo which facisfaRtion might be ca» 
fily given; but I rather forbear , being per. 
faded that no man that is in fame mealiue 
farified with the anſwers given already to 
the moſt material Qbjettions, of which 1 
have pretermitted none, bue willeafily far: 
fie himſelf as to the reſt in that Chapter, 

- Bart having gone thus far, and ſeen the 
&reneth of D D, Blundel as an oppoſer, we 
ſhall in the next Chapter conſider ns hv 
anſwerer, and ſee if in that he ſiicceeds any 


Fn 


og, 4 $3: eu. 
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- . 
a. -* _ IB: OB = 


CHAP. VI. 
The Oppoſition made by D. Blun- 


del to the Anthorities and Q#o« ig 


tations of the Ancient Writers 
in fawonr of the Sibylline books, 
and his anſwers to them weigh- 
ed. | 


His Learned Divine, and great Reader 

of Authors both Chriſtian and Heathen 
naving Icft no ftone unmoved which co 
any og kong to the overthrow of 
theſe 


ritings; yet at lift could not but 


ſe the Authorities of ſo many Wrirers of 
oreat Antiquity, and for wany andred years 
together Which had decurrently made wife of 
the Teſtimonies of the Sibylls for the confu- 
ration of their Adverſarics, would fill re- 
main--like ſo many thorrs in tifs feer, nn 


= - 


thought it very neceffary ro fk — 
_ what had been urged by them. 


he rakes itito confideration is Clewrers 


Alenandririts, 2 perſon, he knew, of vati 
of Learning, riſoinuch thar ſore part of 


| Books were called £7popars;, from the va- 


ricty 


Heloeic.Chro- 
Bol, pa.gi. 
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riety of the ſubjeQs. they handled, and of 
great antiquity in the Church, having flou- 
riſhed (and written, as *tis thought) within 
160 years, or thereabour, after the death of 
our bleſſed Saviour ; and finding that he had 
in ſundry places mentioned the Sibylls, and 


their -Books, parcicularly in his firſt Book: 


Clem Alexend. $r5 om, in which he mentions many. of them , 


Strom. lib.1. 
$-323 B.Edir. 


and others Phemonoe, whom he affirms 


Pzriſ629. © have lived twenty ſeven years before Or- 


3304 


Simpſon in «n 


phews, who was one of the Captains in the 
expedition of rhe Argonants againſt 'Faſor 
for the golden Fleece, about the year from 
the Creation, according to D. Simpſon, 2743, 
(according to Helvicw not ſo much) who by 
the way tells you, that what before was read 
'27, ought to be 107, as the ſame Author 
had before noted in- the ſame Book ; who 
had alfo- before mentioned another ancienter 
then this Phemonoe, another later, namely S:. 
bylle Erythrez, with others, whereas D. Blzn- 
del contends there was but one and the ſame 
perſon Author of all the Sibylline Books now 
extant much after Chriſt : Nay farther, that 
he was not ignorant that Pawſenie mentions 
the daughter of Fupiter and Lamia Jong be- 
fore the building of Delphos, in which place 
Phemonoe was perhaps one of the firſt that 
ve out Oracles, though long after the firſt 


- Sibyll: And had farther obſerved , that ma- 


ny verſes now extant in the Books. we have, 
and other paſſages therein, were mentioned 
In Heathen as well as Chriſtian Authors: That 

| Conſtantine 


vVALMA 
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Eonſtantine who was not only a Chriſtian,and 
ſo by his prefzifion bound to ſpeak truth; bur | 
an Emperour, aud io'in a capacity by his 
power to examine all Records, and other 
means by which the truth might be diſcover- 


ed, had not only afferted their 


authoricy,but 


made it evident that both /irgs! and Twly 


had ſeen and made uſe of ſome 


fafſages now 


in thoſe Books we have: He had great rea- 


ſon to believe , that ſome of his Readers 
would lay more weight upon the judgnienc 


of ſo many grave Writers , then to be led a- 


way by his bare ſuſpition?, 


The paſſage he firſt lays hold on is in Cle- 
mens Alcxandrinw, in his fixth Buok , in 


theſe words, Over and above 
the preaching of S. Peter, Paul 
the Arofſtle faith, Take unto 
your ſelves the Grecian Wri- 
ters ; read S:ibyla how ſhe ma- 


nifeſtly declares one God, and - 


the things that are to come. | 
That which:he replies to this 


fit to be ſet down in his own w 


they are ſomewhat long. _ 
They ſhall-give me pardon (by 
their leave) if Ifay they accu- 


_mulate one HW 4pOn another ; 
. for if it were .a. fault to give 


confent (with. S. 7aſtin) to an 
untruth which be cculd not 
know, how odjous ouzht the 


Fault to be of this falſe witneſs, 


Q 


* cumulent mal 
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puyuzTs 0 Antga® atſwy 
 TIawa@rr Azfers x, Ta; Ex- 
. Anyexal} Bias © Ghryvore 
Etbuvey ws duaal ta vicv 
%; T4 MENNOVTE E047, Lib.6, 
Scrom.p.636. . 


place is very 
ords, though 


M2 il me pardonneront (il 
teur plaift) þ je dis que ils ac- 

fn mal 3 car £1 
4 de la faute aſouſcrire (com- 
ME.S. Juſtin) a une fauſſete 
que Pon n'a peu recognoiſtre, 
combien doit eftre olicux 1: 
crinie de ce faux teſmoign qu# 
(pour tromper Clement Al*x> 


who 


andrin & les autres Chreſti- 
ens) a voulu ſouftenir 2M 


poſetion des eſcrits $ibyſlins, 
par une pire impoſture,& fein- 
dre que $ Paul luy meſme leur 
avis concilis de Pauthorite 
far ſa recommendati-n ? $i les 
bonnes ames ons de Ila pe ne 4 
ſouffrir que Fon donne en leur 
preſence les eloges de la pudici- 
ze a de lounes de bordel, qui 4 
entre les vraks Chreſtiens pour- 
74 ſupporter quel'on egale aux 
prophctes de dieu des hypocon- 
driaques. Cf 4 leanrs oracles ca- 
teſtes, des reſueries embaraſ- 
ſees, & que Pinventeur dune 
fs indigne fourbe, ofe pour lt 
maintenir , produrre Þ Apoſtre 
comme complice de fon audare 
ſacrilege ? On weur nant 
moins que de ce vaiſſeau Pele- 
Fion ſoiens ſorties les paroles 
rapportees par Clement,G& pour 
ce que rien de tel ne ſe trouve 
en (es epHres on (6 figure qu'il 
les a prononcees en ſes ſermons 

opulairs, come £il avojt eſte 


poſsible a celuy qui aſecrific ſa 


wie par un gloricux mariyre 
Pan 65 de noſtre Seigaeur, de 
donner ſoz approbation "a une 
piece pleine de faurer, &' forge 
"de puts Pan-137, @'c. Blond, 
££5 Sibylles, Cap.$-p.l 5.6 16, 


(226) | 
who (to the end he might de 
ceive Clemens Alexandrinus and 


the reſt of the Chriſtians) hath 
ſhew'd himſelf willing ro main- 


tain the ſuppoſition of the Si 


byline Writings by a worſe 
impoſture, & feigns that S.Paz] 
himſelf had given them autho- 
rity by his recommendation ? If 
thoſe good ſouls would be un- 
willing that one in their pre- 
ſence ſhould commend for cha 


tity the perſons hired in _un- 


clean houſes, what true Chri- 
ſtian could endure to hear c- 
qualled to the Prophets of God 
and their Propheſies the em- 
broiled fancies of Hypochon=- 
driacks, and that the Inventor 
of this ſo unworthy cheat 
ſhould dare for the maintenance 
of ir to produce the Apoſtle as 
a Partner of his facrilegious 
boldneſs ? Notwithſtanding all 
this there are thac would have 
theſe words quoted by Clemens 
to have proceeded out of 'the 
mouth of this Vefſe! of Ele&i- 
on; and becauſe no ſuch thing 
i* found in his Epiſtles, they 


feign to themſelves that he ſpake them in his 
Sermons to the people, as if it. were poſſible 


for him who ſacrificed bis life by fo ens 
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: a Martyrdome 65 years after our Saviour, 


could give approbation to a piece full of 
fauks, and forged 137 years after. | 
I ack firſt who was this falſe witneſs whoſe 


mn 


' crime was ſo odious, who was the inventor 


of that ſo unworthy a cheat ; and that durſt 
make St Paul his partner in ſo facrilegious a 
boldnes; and that deceived Clemens, and the 
reſt of the Chriſtians? I am ſure there is - 
nothing extant in their Writings, that tells 
yuu that St Pax! made uſe of them; and I 
think he did not believe any body ſtood at 
Clemens his elbow to engage him to father 
that npon St Pax] which he would not own 
fo that it muſt neceſſarily follow,that Clemens 
Alexandrinus himſelf muft be the.perſon guil- 
ty of this chear, this ſacrilegious boldneſs, to 


. deceive both himſelf and other Chriſtians : 


Certainly D. Blundel had too much worth to 
intend any ſuch calumny to this Writer, or 
to affix ſo ill language of him; and I obſerve | 
it only to let you ſee how far that ayereie 
dy96axns,, the immoderate drawing of all 
things to the:contrary part,to ſerye their ends, 
may miſlead wiſe men, after they have eſpou- 
ſed the defence of any cauſe, though never ſo 
unjuſt. -'-: .. | | 

We will now examine what jn this Allega- 
tion is Argumentative on David Blundels 


part : His deſigh is to ſhew theſe eight Books 


of the Sibylline Writings, to be. embroyled 
fancies,rapſodies proceeding from hypochon- 
driaques full of faults,and written 137. years 

---— = after 
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after Chriſt. To do this he tells you Clemens 


Alexandrinw urges, ThatSt Paxl remitts the 
Gentiles to the Books of one of the Sibylls ro 


prove the unity of the Godhead, and other 


things to come; but there is no fiich thing ex- 
tant in St Pauls Epiſtles, that we have there- 
fore thoſe Books are ſpurious, falſe,and I know 
not what elſe. Were he able to prove that St 
Pal never ſaid or wrote any other thing than 
what we have in thoſe few Epiſtles of his, 
and that little that is related of him in the 
Af, nothins more would follow than that 
Clemens miſalledged him, nothing at all to 
the overthrow of the Books, which we know 
were in the world both in Trlly*s and Virgils 
time, and theretore could not be unknown to 
St Paul, being ſometime in the Court of Ne- 
ro, and bred up unto much learning. We 
know he did upon the like occaſton remember 
them of the Pozms of Aratus and Epimenider, 
and why not of the Sibylls ? We have reaſon 
enough to believe Clemens might have ſome 
pieces of St Paz! which are unknown unto 
us,the rather fince we ſee new things are day- 
ly diſcovered; witneſs the firſt Epiſtle of Cle- 
_mens Romans (the geriuineneſs of which few 
doubt, yet)not brought to light till our days; 
and why the like may not be ſuppoſed of St 
Pal, I ſee not : This is clear, he had a good 
eſteem of thoſe Writings, and that in his 
judgment St Par! might have made uſe of 
theirauthority in that point, Oh, but here is 
a great deal of clearnefs in theſe Oracles more 
than 
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than in the Scriptures; therefore 'St Paz could 

not be the Author ofthis Allegation. . Touch- 

ing the clearneſs of theſe Writings in general, 
I have ſpoke at large in the fourth Chapter , 
as to their plainneſs for the proving the Unity 
of the Godhead , certainly nothing in the 
world can be more clear. than the: Scripture 
in many places; fo that D. BJundel, as to this *' 
particular, hath not made his reply good a- 
gainſt Clemens his Authority inany part. 1 
wonder he did not as much find fault with 
his quotation of the Sermon of Sr Peter a lit= 
tle before, where he tells you of 


the Unity, Incomprehenſible- 
nef, Inviſtbilicy, of his filling 
all things, and ſtanding need 
of nothing, of his making all 
things by the power of his 
Word, that is,his Son, and ma- 
ny more undoubted truths, but 
noe delivered, at leaſt not all of 
taem, in thoſe words, by St Pe- 
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zer inany thing of his now extant. 1 cannot 
doubt but could that have been uſeful , he 
would have heaped it up alſo amonegſtClemens 
his miſtakes, with which he fills up his next 
Chapter; and, were they all true , would be 
very little to his purpoſe. 

After this, from the beginning of the ele- 
venth Chapter to the end of the fifteenth, he 
ſpends his whole time, and as nwch paper as 1 
have allotted my ſelf tothis whole diſcourſe, 
in ſhewing you the more important miſtakes 


Z in 


">. 
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in the Emperour Conſtantine, in his eleventh 

Chapter ; then his miſtakes of leſs im 

in the fourteenth, the diſcovery and clearing 

the opinion of Cicero, in the twelfth, and of 
Virgil in the thirteenth Ghapter ; that Virg!/ 

did not diſzuiſe his opinion, is the fubje& of 
his fifteenth Chapter. Whereas after all this 

labour and pains, he wholy miſtakes both the 
deſign and drift,not only of the Emperor,but 

of all other the Chriſtian: that have made uſe 

of the Sibylline Writings,whole aim was not 
to concern themſelves what was the opinion 
either of Tylly touching them, or what Vir- 
gil meant in his fourth Eclogue but whether 
the words of one do not ckarly import that 
there were Sibylls , and that in their Wri- 
tings were Acroſtiques ; and that the words 
of the other import that which is not appli- 
cable to any but our Saviour : Now that this 
i5made gopd inevery particular , is ſoclear, 
that the very recitation of the words are of 
themſelves able to confute any man. The 
words of Tx, jn his ſecond Book of Divina- 
tion,are theſe, Speaking of the Sibylls. The 
| ; Poem it ſelf evidently ſhews, 


Non eſſe autem illud carmen that the Verſes are not a mad 
furcntk cum ipſum Poema de» x, 


. , Clarat (ft enim mazis anti, _ 

* dilig-ntie, quim jucitations, Artand diligence, than of fud- 

& motus ) tum vero ea que den motion, or incitation) eſpe- 

'Aupo-1x3s dicitur cum detn- cially that which is called an 

—_— _ » og e097 - Acroſtich, in which, from the 

uid conneftitur ut in quibuſ= 6' £ 
jm Enniank que Enniue fe- firſt letters of every verſe down 


cit, Cicer, de Divinar, lib.z, Ward, ſomething is.framed or 


bodies, (for it favours more of 


knit 
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knit together, as it is in ſome of thoſe which 
Emmins hath made. *Tis clear enough from 
theſe words that there were Acroſticks , and 
ſuch as Ennius made ; but of what fort thoſe 
were we cannot know. ſince of him we have 
nothing left that I know of, but certain frag- 
ments: gathered tagethier our of all Authors 
by Robert Stephen, and put out by Henry his 
brother : But if we may gueſs at them b 

thoſe in the Arguments of moſt, if not all the 
Comeacdies of Plautzs, who was near, if not 
of his time, (for between the birth of Ennins 


Helvic, Chron. 
a#, ann.mun. 


and death of Plautus are but 60. years, or ,,,z, 


thereabout, and both before Tully) we ſhall 
find them ſuch as thoſe quoted out of the 
eighth Book of the Sibylline Oracles, and 
repeated by Conſtantine ; ſo that I look upon 
that in D, Blundel, pag. 55, as a fancy ; who 
would have Acroſticks ſo made, that the 
number of the letters in the firſt Verſe ſhould 
contain the number of the verſes in the whole 
Poem, and that the ſecond of the firſt ſhould 
be the firſt letter of the ſecond verſe, and fo 
conſecutively ; of which ſort he gives one on- 
ly verſe, as an example, 7925 years after 
Chriſt, and perhaps the only one ever made 


of that ſort. Lillizs Giraldus tells you ofr,1.Giral.de 
Accrofticks, and Paraſticxs,but of none of this Poes.Hiſt.Dial. 
fort; ſo that we have little reaſon to believe -p-11. 


thoſe in the Sibylline Oracles were other 
than what we have. Dionyſins Halicarnaſſe= 
u tells you Pe Sibylline Writings were 
diſcovered by the Acrolticks,enough tg prove 
there were ſuch, "04 ** "Rn 


6 
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Thoſe of Virgil are in his fourth Eclogue 
too long to tranſcribe, and/ſuch,that Cunſtan- 
zine, in his Oration Ad Sanftorum Catam, 
ends his nineteenth and twentieth _—_ 
to ſhew they could not be underſtood of any 
other but our Saviour, and ſhews there, that 
thoſe, as well Acrofticks as other Writings of 
the Sibyll-, had been ſeen both by Cicero and 
Yigildn the Acroſticks tranſlated by Cicero, 
and all this madeſo manifeſt by thoſe that 
had accurately computed ghe time,that their 
tzſtimony is beyond exception. Of the ſame 


LaF.1.5.de ver. Opinion is Lattantizs, who tells you, None 


#2p.p.402. 


Tron.li.1.ca.n0. 


that hath either read Cicero or Varrs will be- 
lieve theſe Writings counterfeited by the 
«Chriſtians; out of which theſe teſtimonies 


* had been produced by perſons dead long be- 


fore the birth of our Saviour. But I had al- 
moſt forgotten that he cffers ſome reaſon a- 
oainſt the Acroſtick menticn2d in the Orati- 
on of Conftartine , becauſe in the Sibylline 
Books it is *Inovds Xeer535, conliſting of one 
letter more than the name ought to have ac- 
cording to the true writing thereof; whereas . 
D, Blundel, who makes this Obje&tion, could 
not be ignorant that the ancicnt Grecians ac- 
counted the name of Chriſftus ofoſylabum , as 
Irenew tells him : And Valefius in his Notes 
upon Exſebius, lately put out at Parzs, 1659. 
hath theſe words'; The ancient Greci- 
ans accounted the Name of 


Sane veteres Graci nomen s . 
Chriſti efohebum faciebins Chriſt to conſilt of cight ſyl- 


Xpercte (cribrutes cum dip Tables (taking fylable therefor 
tone cut {ooet ren dl 1.C.10; PS 


2 
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oy. 
a letter) writing Chriſt, Creiff, with a dip- 
thong, hconfeſs 1. find not that particular in 

. Trenews,jin the place quoted, nor remember it 
In any pther ; but of this. [am ſuffe ro have | 
obſerved in ancient Greek Inſcriptions upon * 
Statues and Pillars, what we now write with p14 $014;a6 
a ſingle I, expreſſed by a dipthong, and the Marmere 
like, which is evident in the” writing of the Urundeliane. 
word AeT«v@;, Latings, _" ; 


— — 
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Of Predictions of things to come 3 
- and of Divination in general, 
what ſorts lawfull , what un- 
certain. Of Enthufiaſme, the 
definition of it. Of Enthuſi- 
aſticks, and ſuch of our Time 
who have pretended to Viſions, 
and Revelations. The; diffe- 
rence between true 'andl fals 
Prophets : In what, rank, the 
Sibylls are to be accounted. * 
Ty Blundel having urged all the Ar- 
guments he could againſt the _— 


FW 
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Books, naw at TS employ5many Chapters 
i Enth the confiderarion 
whereq as cake hand, hae think i it 
Ih, a(H dllr pr: omethir 
nerakand t Eels 


ents arc , and fre 
7 came to Þ: als. be: is ofviiſe and 
men » Whofrom their Obſervations 
ſtory, avd compa 6 the times 
paſt and preſent, when they ak ee the ſame 
things come again upon the ſtage of the 
world that have formerly been,and thencon- 
fidering all circumſtances of agreement, and 
difference, are able to give a probable CON» 
 JeRure, which Come fil of what is like 
eo come to paſs; which ſort of PrediQtions are 
not only ly lawful, but worthy of much com- 
mendation, and are very Gaquently conduci« 
ble to thE#60d of of Kingdoms, by preventing 
evils otherwiſe like ro come upo = 
A ſecond ſort is Aftrological Prediftion, 
wherein the Artiſt undertakes from the pofi- 
tion of the Heavens, and configurations of 
the Planers,at ſuch a certain moment of time, 
to foretell Sitire accidents: This Art I can- 
not wn is unlawful, bur I take it to be ys 


jecura] and by ignorant peo 

\ mc abated : Strange Repay Lirry 
Erol” and ſometime” prove true, 

when a skillful Artiſt hath the handling of 

the matter, but many times are otherwiſe; 
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influence of ſome of the fix'd ſtars, which 
being ſeldom taken notice of, may crofs or 
hinder what would otherwiſe haply have 
come ta paſs ; er thirdly, from the want of 
a ſufficient treafure of Obfervations , by 
which j ought to be given ; the fame 
_ the Heavens having never twice 
appened- alike in every circumſtance fince 
the Creation; and by that means leaving the- 
world dettitute of ſtable means to judge up- 
on, fince what can be rationally ſaid in that 
knd muſt proceed from the comparing of e- 
vents which have happened under fach and 
ſuch Canfigurations, with what are like to be 
when the fame fall out again ; or, laſtly, from 
the care of the party himſelf, who may by his 
own: induſtry prevent what his deſtiny from 
the influence of the Stars would haye been, 
which at moſt do not neceſſitate, but incline, 
and by the providence and over-ruling pow- 
erof God are ſometimes diverted. | 
A third fort isa geomantical or terreſtrial 
Divination, in which from certain vpluntary 
points made by the hand at adventure,certain 
figures are raiſed ; fromthe fourfirſt of them 
called F _ are profuce _ of wa called 
daughters;thoſe eight brin our grand- 
children, from yn come out two: Witneſ- 
ſes, from thoſe a Judge, in all twelye, anſwe- 
rable as won twelve Houſes = olg , and, 
the j t upon this ſort of Divigation 
not much mie dar of Aftrology; The 
ground of this Art and its foundation is laid 
upon 
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upona falſe ſuppoſition, that the ſoul of man 
knoweth-things to come, but is hindred by the 
dulneſs of the Organs of the body ; and there. 
fore in thepraRice of it a great ſedateneſs of 
mind is required, a freedome from all noiſe 


that may diſturb it, and ſuch like circumſtan- | 


ces, which he that hath:a mind to know may 
find in Cattan, Dr.Floud, and H. de Pifis,who 
have all written largely upon ict. This kind 
of Divination I take to be idle, vain, and 
ſuperſtitious, as not built upon any ſtable 
foundation of Reaſon, or ſupported by any 

thing but fancy. | 
A fourth ſort is by framing certain Figures 
of ſtone or metal, underneath ſuch Conſtella- 
tions, and placing them either in ſome con- 
ſpicuous place of a Town,or ſometime under 
ground, by which ſtrange things are wrought; 
theſe are called Taliſmans,. of which, as alſo 
the language of the Stars, with an Alphabe- 
tical Table, and how from that words are 
framed , which ſball declare the event of 
things to come, according to the nature of 
the Queſtion ; Gaffarel, a Learned French- 
man, hath largely written in his Book called 
Unheard of Curioſities ; ſach they will prove 
to him that ſpends much time in the ſtudy of 
them.. Other frivolous ways of ſortiledge 
thereare, which I ſhall purpoſely paſs over. 
- The next way of Divination I ſhall men- 
tion is Enthuſtaſme , or Illumination ; and 
this is moſt to our purpoſe to treat of; : Heſy» 
chius in his Gloſlary interprets it thus: An 
Enthuſi- 
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Enthufiaſtick is one that is mad 


or full of the Spirit. Enthuſi- "Evbus 4rfluoraois Mayo 


aſme is a ſtupor or horror: Or, g,"- Ra + Ch 


Enthuſftaſme is when the whole ds hr Fre 5 ov 


, 
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ſoul is enlightned by God. By aduntla und 7% ©88. 


which ſeveral interpretations of 

the word, it may cafily be gathered, that En- 
thufiaſm may be of ſeveral kinds; ſomenatu- 
ral, or at leaft proceeding from ſome diſtem- 
per of the body, which ariſmg from a natu- 
ral cauſe, it may be fo called; others 'come 
by poſſeſſion or inſpiration of ſome ſpirit ci- 
ther good or bad, which may be well deem- 
ed ſupernatura], Much conteſt there is whe- 
ther all Enthufjaſme be natural, and to thar 
purpoſe the authority 'of Ariſtotle is produ- 
ced, who diſcourfing of the ſeveral paſſions 
arifing from drink,love,and the like, oriffom 
ſome melancholy heat , tells you the ſtory of 
one Maracus of Siracaſe, a Poet, who never 
made fo good verſes as when he was mad,and 
immediately before hath theſe words; Mariy 
becauſe that heat is near the ſeat | 


w 


of the-mind.are taken with ſum- 
. dry frantick and Enthufiaftick 
diſeaſes ; from whence they all 
become Sibylls, Bakides, or 
inſpired , whereas they become 
not ſo by any diſeaſe, buta na- 
tural temperament.From which 
words we may. obſerve two 
thing-. Firſt, That he doth not 


in this place point atany Sibyll jo particular, 
O 
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of which many had been before his tirhe, but 
takes SibyHs there for perfons any way in{pi= 
red, as the Bakides and "Ey$ee7 joyned with 
them, were ſuppoſed to be: And inthe next 
place, That he muſt (not to contradiQt him- 
ſelf) take diſeaſe in a different ſence in the 
fame place ; for in rhe beginning of the fen« 
tence he tells yon, They aretaken with many 
frantick or Erthufiaftick diſeafes, and ſoon 
after ſaith, T hey become fo nct from any diſs 
eafe, but a natural crafts or temperaments,; in 
the laft place therefore hemult take ifeaſe 
M'thar'ſtrier notion, for ſuch an affe&ion as 
ſhakes and weakens the whole frame of the 
body ; in the firſt, for ſuch a diſtertiper as 
drunkenneſs, _y re, and the 
like, fiich as he natural Enthufiaſine, 
which will either be its own cure , or vaniſh 
away with'time,the confticution being found, 
thouphthe aQicn bealtered z 'but however ic 
will from theſe words of Ariſtotle follow, 
that -in his ſence much of this kind 'of illu- 
mination proceeded from an exaltation of 

the mind by ſome ecſtarick operation of the 

foul, and not from any poſſeſſion or inſpira- 


tion of it by pt vv Heya wn And 
undoi preat examples inall ages ma 
beproduced out of the Obſervations'of 4 


ral Þhyfirians, to this purpoſe, ſome whereof 
Lhe rep cheats, to gain credit toſuch 
7 =d cure or exorciſe them, others true, 
or natural, where through fotae melancho 
hear, or ſtrong imagination;or Cy” = 
cuſto 


= 
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cuſtom and uſe ; the perſons affefted have 

brought upon themſelves ſich a Habit fn bo. 5 —_ 

dy. that their . fancy prevailing over their (Fg, wn 

judgment and underſtanding, they have re- force of imagi 

ally believed themſelves R_ with a f,j- nation , in os 

rit of Propheſie, and enlightning from oa, cngen - of 

whereas in trnth;there was no fuch thing. þ kat <ire 
y ſelf have known two examples in Perſons pus imaginatio- 

both of this Nation, of good Rank and Qua- =—_ 

lity ; the one-a man whom' I haye often ſeen, 

and ſometimesheard diſcourfe, but was then - 

too young tny {elf to converſe "with him, 'but 

am well affured he was otherwiſe a very ſober 

perſon ; bur in that particular of explaining 

difficult propheſics, did think himſelf ſtrange-" 

ly indowed ; inſomuch that his confidence ſo - 

fir mifled him , that hecould no way be'dri- 


ven out of that opinion, Thar the eleventh 


Chapter of the ſecond ApoctyphaTl Book of 


 Eſdras denoted King Fames, who was the 
Lion of the North', who plucked at the fea« 


thers of the Eagle, which he conceived to be 


_ the Emperour: Nay, his confidence in this 


-fancy was ſo great,that after 'the'deazh of the 


King, be beleved he ſhould riſe agkin buff 


his grave to make pood his corijetture, | 
other was a Lady of Noble Rank, who pre- 
tended much'to this gift of Prophiefic, ahd - 
aving unhappily ' forctold "the. death' of a 
= perſon. which by 6 fall our titie, 


* 


- of this Age hath been very t 
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and at laſt lived to ſee herſelf deceived in all 
her vain extravagancies. Theſe two might 
certainly be reckoned amongſt the Enthuſiaſts 


. of Ariftotle, who laboured under ſome light 


diſorder of the brain, which diſturbed thzic 
judgment as to that particular, though in 0- 


| ther matters they were ſober enough; and 


under the ſame notion mult I look upon the 
falſe Prophets,Dreamers,and 4" qr apang 

7 tile, who pre- 
tend themſelves endued with .an extraordi- 
nary meaſure of the Spirit of God ; firſt 
dream dreams, then ſee viſions, then expound 
them after their own imaginations, and 
would obtrude theſe upon the ignorant mul- 


_ titude as Revelations of God, which are in- 
deed no other than the effefts of a diſturbed 
' brain, what they foretel rarely coming in any 
meaſure to..paſs, and themſelves never able. 
| to confirm their miſſion by any miracle 


whatſoever, to induce m2n to believe them 


. Prophets :-Some of them are not unlike the * 


Dereviſes-or Torlaces in Twrky ; who by fre- 


* quent uſing their bodies to. turn round, can 
_ ac their pleaſure fall into extafies, in which 


they pretend to receive meſſages from God, 


- and deceive thoſe that give credit to them ; 
_ though, to ſpeak truth, the ſad conſequences 

that have followed from the dodrine of ſome 
— of theſe pretenders to new Lights, may give 


us:good cauſe to believe them to have been 
led away into theſe extravagancies by the 
p | ſpirit 


writ upon the prophecy of D miel, very idly, 


rea ——_— atk. alot. ail. ae  _ 
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ſpirit of erronr and delufion;-and not whol- - 
ly by a natutalAifturbarice of the brain: Un. 
Is (as, we have preat reaſon to ſuſpe@t) char. 
many of them have been carried 6h by inte- 
reſt and deſign, by ſuch pretehces'to deceive 
others, thereby to.compaſ$ their wicked de- 
ſigns, of which we'hbave ſcei too ſad-effefts.- 
From this, and much more which might be. 
materially added to this purpoſc;-it -will be 
evinced , that "Ariftozrle had much” of 'truth 
and reaſon in what he faid ;' but becauſe 
fome were either theats,or Hypochondriaque, 
that therefore all were, and among them the 
Sibylls, as D.' Blundel would'infer, I can no 
way be induced-to believe; nor doth hepre- 
duce any reaſon that they were ſo, whereas 


/ the very greatfime between: the predictions, 


and the fulfilling of them ſifficiently evince, 
that they came” from a higher &auſe ther! a 
melancholick heat 5 In which I have ever ob- 
ſerved; that between the Prophefie and the 
time allotted for the- adimpletion of it, ſel- 
dom interceded more then a ſcore of years, 
ſometimes n6r' ſo miany moneths. . Befide-we 


'find, 'that as'well the: Sibylline *Predi&ions. 


3s all other Oraclkes 'Ceaſed at, of ſoon after 
the preaching'sf our Saviour; whereas me- 


-ancholick diftempets-continue+ fill, which 
fo 'mie ſeems a'ftrong argument that they 


were different in their-cauſee.” Neither ought 
the aiithority of i Ariſtotle roo) much to, ſway, 


- Fin this thiny :+J allow him'to.be one of the: 
greateſt Maſters of AE a ever-was, but -. 


withal 


B Revelations, Ariſtotle mentionsone» 
hes 0 biopoully, reſolyingto go A Ning 


not medling with any 
of MT ac was not able to give 2 


reaſon thers of the Ancients who 
have denyed Ss all Oracles or Pre» 


#0;e wdrv nb pars i- deed the rick food in need of | 
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which wie rf they could no 


find, 
it a bye, and impoſlible to 


cheat was hid from thei; Amongſt the . 
Democritss hath endeavoured to give 2 ret 
ſon why alt Divination ray. be natara? ,, be- 
caule, according to the opinion of the Seoick 

Philoſophers, nothing did ever happen in 
the workdSur by an eternal concatenation of 


cauſes, which have fuch a dependance one 


rariers, m— e enly Io the t - theraſelves 
when-exiſtent, bur from their cauſes alſo ; ſo 
that theſe cauſes being in Ly am , nay. 


from the omanations 


36 there be' any fncein it; Sed Hoe 
as Atheift thert a Chriſtian; 
for adniirting ſuch-emanationsor ſpecies may 
come'out of material bodies, how. they can 
proceed: _ « ts that are oy me. 
exiftenr, ti produce the eff, ſime< 
times inamarerial, hs Was not; WF 


any 


| way © I6wS: 37; 
cd to conclude #iTrads Is rap pf 


| Aiparoy Luci o.Pleudo* _.. 
done, though the nanner of - Bang 481, Edir Par, 2615+ 


(244) 


F any man fay that love, which isa paſſion,and 


iminaterial now.in any man, upon the fight 


of an'Objec& to be: beloved was in him cau... 


ally Sither before hi- own exiſtence, or the 
exiſtence of the object; if there were ſuch 
effluxes in that cauſe, why not in the cauſe 
of. that cauſe, and ſo in infinicum, Theſe 
ſubtile-inventions to avoid manifeſt convidti- 
ons of their own  conſciences clearly ſhew 
there were among them undeniable teſtimo. 
nics, of ſuch prediftiork, of which no true 
reaſon could be given, which put them fo to 
their ſhifts; becauſe they were indeed ſuper- 
natural: Sach I take the PrediAions of the 
Sibylls to be, but whether any or all of them 
were. induced with the Holy Spirit of God(as 
I have before ſaid) ,remains to me queſtiona- 
ble. This difference from them | obſerve to 
be inthe trae Prophets, that they were never 
during their Propheſie deprived of. their wits 
or ſenſes; if at any time they have been ſar. 
priſ:d; with any conſternation or aſtoniſh- 
ment upon the appearance of an Angel, or 
the like, they have been by the power of God 
ſoon reſtored to a temper, fit to underſtand, 
and .deliver the meflgge intruſted to' them : 
Nay they have been farther able to confirm 
. Miracle, that they were _—_— by God, 

hen it ſtood with his glory to have it ſo, and 
the diſtruſt of the people required it. Where. 
as theſe Sibylls are never reputed to have done 
any other Miracle ſave that of truly foretel- 
ling things. to come, ' *Ttsz made indeed _ 

g* 7 . . mar 


«Hp £' & om "© i © Og OY OR EO TIE 


(245) 


mark of a Prophet not ſent by God, if the Deut,18.ule; 


things foretold' come nor to paſs; arid this um- 


doubtedly is true; bur it follows nor conver- _ 
tibly,that where ever things foretold'come to 
paſs, that perſon is ſent by Godzexcept meant . 


permiſlizely ; for we know the Oracles of the 


Heathen Gods gave often'trye anſwers, Take © - © © 
fered fo to do indeed by God, but inſpired by: © - 


| od atm ke ry SY e Si- 
« bylle were generally ſippoſed in the delivery 
of their Oracles to be in-a rapture and fry, 
that'themſelves undetfiood? not what they 
delivered,nor were able to make perfe& what 
was imperfealy taken by the Writer :- This 


we have upon the authority of Virgil, Tully, VirsEnei.z. 


” 


and others: Nay , 'that Sibylla commonly Cic- de Divin. 


called'Erythrea, ſaith the js oi5ptuarys furpri-  —— 


ſed by a rapture or fury. 'The conſideration 
of theſe things makes me prone enough to be. 


lieve they had in their predi&ions Superiy 


&reaveley a powerful inſpiration , as *Fuſtin 
Martyr twice calls it in his Admonitory to the 
Gentiles, but not tfite Prophetefſes bf God;$ 
fandiified by his holy Spirit, ar feaſt not all, 
if any of them ; yet do I very little dpubr of 
their Antiquity, or fuſpe& any great cprrup. 
tion to-have happened to their Books for the 
eneſs of which we have as much to'fay, 
asfor moſt ancient Writings left'ampnÞþſt us , 
lor moſt of the thingsquoted our of them 
by''any ancient' Writer being now extant 
in thoſe we have; and as'they now are from 
-ancient Copies tranſmitted to ue. I-know 
Gy R 3 ſome 


5 (9009 
ſame: go yet higher than 1 dt 


_ Jeri. | uw. ic ſcems what — , $008 


dium, 
Colliusde $3- two ſorts, onexhat concerns Chr nk, 
bylLe35p.226- Work, or Sk like, theſe he links 
0p SI _ —C——— ; 
ams, and their 


was gul | 
In his «pee the Spirit * C Gal, add 
t not allways ſo in the counſel he ry t 
Palak, as you may read Numbers 22nd 4 
Avg.de Civit, Chapters. St Avgrftine in his Book of 
Dei-9:©23- City of God thipkerh that ſhe that goes wih- 
der the name of Sibyltz E-gbrea(whom Game 
think to be Siby/la Canes) was a Citizen ef 
the City of God, ſhe hath woutng 
bal ner verſes tmding to Ilolatry, bet 
wfeGoch and their worſhip gmen- 
the Acraſfticks comeining 


_ JESUS CHRIST $QNNE 
F GOD THE SAVIOUR ; Which 
e Tranſlator of that Book having tarnedl 
LQuy tongue , I have thought ft wo wren- 


k * 


j 


DR ake,wh 

cribe, | rs ſake, whoper- 

haps will not have the Bcok by him. Lo 

I n fign of deomeſtday the whole earth ſhall fyeat ; 
E ver torcigna King in heavenly ſeat =. 

S hall cometo judge all fleſh, the faithful and 

LE nfaithful too before this ſhall tand, © 

' ceing him high with Saines in times laſt end : 


orporcal ſhall he fit, and thence extend 

is doom on ſouls, The earth ſhall quite Iy waſte, 
uin'd oregrown with thorns ; and men ſhall caſt 
dols away, and treaſure, ſearching fire 

hall burn the ground, and thence it ſhall inquire 
hrough Seas and Sky, and break hells blackeſt gate; 


S 

C 

H 

R 

I 

S 

T 

$ o© ſhall fece light Galute the blefled fiate 

O f Saints, the guilty laſting flames ſhall burn ; 

N o a@fo hid but thence toll Helen, 

N orbreaft fo cloſe, but God (hall open wide ; : 
E ach where ſhall cries be heard, and noile betide  * 
Fo OY he 

F 

G 

@ 

D 

T 


reat Heaven ſhall be difſolv'd, the Moon depriv'd 
F all her light : Places at hight ativ'd, 

epreſt, and Valleys raiſed to their fear, 

here ſhall be nought to mortalls high of great : 

H- th ſhall be levicd with the plains; the Sea 

E ndure no burthen _ the carth as they 
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nd River burn : Thefatal tromp ſhall ring, *' 
=_ _ world from —_— — 
ncluding plagues to come for ill deeds paſt. ; 
1d Chaos through the cleft Maſs ſhall be ſeen;' '' 7 *? 
nto this Bar ſhall all earths Kings cenvene;, r= 
ivers of fire and brimſtone flowin from heav'n. 
5 Theſe Verſes and-many &thers in the Si 
byline Books, carry in them a great ſhew of 
lainneſs' and/fincerity ; f6 that I'could wil- 
ingly ſubſcribe to the opinion of * St Arg: 


ftine, That ſom# of them wete Citizens.of i the. - 


City of God, "were Table to fix fon any per 


' ſonin particular ,' of to! faritfe [my {e]f that | 


any one of the Books,as they are how extant; 
- were not a mjxture of the Propheſies of dit- 
fecerit! perſons. She upory whom St Angus 
fie pitches,' to wit, the*Sihzllz Erytbrea, if 
there were, tfuly any one of that Country, 
which to my underſtandimgthe words donot 
' neceſſarily import, after ſhe had-told you ſhe 
left Babylon. in Aſſria, ſhe hath theſe words, 
' which I ſhould'chuſe thus'to render ,” Men cdll 
"© + --*me according ro'the- Grecian 

Ke? xanivor Proro? pe xaff, manner of another Countr 
jt ng Ende d1dncy (to wit)of Brjvbren, impudent; 

7: Fr 2222421, ava" orhers the daughter of Circe 

vn Eifurrey,&c... ., the words favqur this conftru- 
Sib.Oc.l.3.p.28z. : "Mon; for if they werethus to 
3.”  . *** * be underſtood ,,* *Men' call me 
Lorn indeed at Erythre,” an impudent perſons, 
| oh according 


1454 Ktexng * 2; - ; i = ue -"t.re--—"i 
My]e8s FY Tp-25oto of FY, Goftus, The: mterpunion of 


S hall periſh; cleft with lightning ; every- Spring * 
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according to the Grecian manner: of andther LaQ.1. 1.de fall 
Cauntry : a} ras on have been a,diftin. Rdlig.pa.37. 
Aion at the firſt pus,to; ſhew us that Ke#? "Bad: free Hp 97 
fa avoid &- aus, ought to be read In a-pa- antes, td 
renthefis ;1+that: the reference might truly be yum carmini is? 
made; befide the; Article 6: inthe ſecond. verſe ſeruit, & Erye 
will be impertinene, and.no, Country at .all #91c«n ſc nomd- 
from! whepce ſhe came is named. This 1 have 1,11, ft Pans | 
inſerted here, .becauſe!T had in the;preceding egcz ores Baby 
Diſcourſe fo rendred. the | words, without lonie. 

gming any reaſon ;';and-I find ſome; coenciude 

ont of this plate; that ene of. the Siby1ls ac= 

knowledges her felf- horn at Ergibred ; More-- 

over! that: Sibjlis ;ÞExyihrea:or (Gumea, ,ugon; 

whom St Auguſtine. pitches, | was: ceriaunly; 

that perſon whoſe. books were kept in, and 

burnt with the: Capiro);-and from whichthe . 1 + 
Romans fetch'd auit all their: ſuperſtitions. fole .. 14 + + + v. 
Hes, beſides, ſhe ſeems by Virgi/ ta-be.poſle(s 

ſed+in the delivery..of; her Prophefies with 

' that kind of miadiicſs and fury uſyally. obſer, 

vedit1the deliveryot Oracles by;Aj4!a; for 

which reaſons, of all others of them ſbould 

think $:b3/l2 Gunteag if the ſame with Exyy 

threa, the .moſt :vindikely to þe of -the- City. of 

Ged, which is. mote. likely. to be true of. her 

that ;icame; out:of B4hylor, -and-forerold, { 
ſhauld/be:caunted of :Enybreq. 2 , Under 10 

oreat-an uncertainty therefgre ang ywricty. of 

opinions, I thipk it ſafeſt to ſuſpgndrmy,own. 
judgment, and agrees. this. concluyap, That 

whether ll or anpef them werg/macdaately 

guided by God, or whdt other .ſpixit th6y 


ino{1 " ſpake 
f 


3 
they left, which in their due 
which was all I de. 
7e. 
gone through my intend. 
I mad 4 DS 
eir , That 

chem are notof that value 
| to take from them the anthority they have 
been, allowed by the teftimonies of Faſt: 
| , Clemens Alexandrinus; Theophilus An. 
Temper. Chron, tiochenfis , Lultantins , who as Ti —_— 

fn.axx.610. faith, was a Prieſt of the Capitol 
converſion, and {6 permitted to read theſe 


Books , and many others of the Ancients 
with innumerable letter Writers, amongſt 
whom I cannot forget very learned Pre- 
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them are,(divers of which we refer to Chriſt 
being mentioned in their own writers, Virgil, 
Cicero,and others)it will follow,that nothing 
can make more in their eſteem for the credir 


| andruthof the Nativity, Life, and Death of 


Chriſt, than their Oracles; for we = ſee 
almoſt every circumſtance in them. by androws Pao 
reading theſe Verſes divers of their Learned gacchift. D 
men were converted to Chriſtianity, as Mar- Introdull. c.13. 
cellinus, Secundanus, and others. Set.z. 

If after all this there remain yet ſome that 
had rather believe D. Blxndel , and ſome = 
thers but of yeſterday, I ſhall only add, That 
the thing in controverfie is not of faith, and 
that for the truth and certainty of our Chri- 
ſtian Religion, we have in the undeniable 
Word of God a more ftable and un-crring 
Teſtimony, 
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